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The following paragraphs furnish a Btatement of facts, based upon 
official records, showing the present position of South Australia, and 
the progress made from time to time since her colonization in 1836 — not 
fort; ;ears ago. Exhaustlcss natural resources, a salubrious climate, 
indomitable industry and enterprise in her people, and a freedom and 
stability in her institutions, hare together placed South Australia in the 
high rank she occupies amongst the dependencies of the British Crown. 

GEOGRAPHICAL POSITION. 

That portion of the Continent of Australia bounded on the cast by the 
I41st degree of east longitude, on the north by the 26th degree of south 
latitude, on the west by the 1 32nd degree of east longitude, and on the 
south hy the Southern Ocean, was constituted a British Province by Act 
of Parliament, 4 & 5, William IV., c. 95, under the designation South 
AusTBALiA.. The area contained within those limits is estimated to be 
300,000 square miles, or 192,000,000 acres, nearly twice and a half 
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that of Great Sritain and Ireland. In 1861, the territory known as "No 
Man's Laud," about 60,000 square miles, lying between the boundaries of 
South and Western Australia, was added, by Act 24 and 25 Vict,, c. 44, 
making the western boundary the ia9th degree of east longitude. 

All the country north of the 26th parallel of south latitude, between 
the 129th and I88th degrees of east longitude, has also been annexed 
to South Australia, and is known as the Northern Territory. The 
present northern boundary is the Indian Ocean, latitude 11° S. ; the 
southern boundary, the Southern Ocean, in latitude 38° S, The Province 
of South Australia covers twenty-seven degrees of latitude, and twelve 
degrees' of longitude, forming, at present, the largest British colony — the 
area extending over mote than 900,000 square miles. 

The northern coast-line included in the before-mentioned limits, starting 
from the 138th degree of east longitude, about 120 miles west of the Albert 
River, comprises me western shore of the Gulf of Carpentaria, trending 
northward to Cape Amheim; thence west to Port Essington (latitude IfS ), 
thence south-west across Van Diemen's Gulf, into which the Adelaide 
River (Stuart's furthest) flows, opposite Melville Island; and thence to 
longitude 129° E,, Cambridge Gulf, into which, about 100 miles within 
the boundary, the Victoria Hiver flows. The western boundary is in the 
129th degree of east longitude, running from Cambridge Gulf to a point 
west of the head of the Great Australian Bight, in latitude 32° S., 
whilst the eastern boundary runs northerly on the I41st degree of east 
longitude to. latitude 26° S., thence west to longitude 138° E., thence 
north to tne Gulf of Carpentaria. 

The southern coast-line extends from latitude 36° S. longitude, 141° K. 
to latitude 31° 45' S,, longitude 129° E., and from its peculiar con- 
figuration presents a sea-board of over 2,000 miles in length. Between 
the eastern boundary, near Cape Northumberland, and Encounter Bay, 
west of the mouth of the River Murray, the coast is generally low and 
sandy. Tberff are, however, excellent shipping places available for large 
vessels— among them Port Victor, Lacepede Bay, Guichen Bay, Eivoli 
Bay, and Port MacDonnell. Westward of Spencer's Gulf is a succession 
of secure harbors, several of large extent, and with good anchorage for 
ships of considerable tonnage. Port Lincoln, Smoky, Denial, Venus, 
Streaky, and Fowler's Bays are important shipping places to the westward. 

The coast-line is also deeply indented by two large gulfs — the eastern, 
St. Vincent's Gulf, running inland to the northward for eighty-five miles, 
and the larger, Spencer's Gulf, running N.N.E towards the heart of the 
Colony for one hundred and eighty miles. These gulfs have a mean 
breadth of thirty and fifty miles respectively, and both taper towards 
theirnorthem ends. St. Vincent's Gijf is sheltered by Kangaroo Island, 
ninety miles in length, which lies to the southward of it, leanng 
two fine entrances, oue from the westward through Investigator's Straits 
twenty-eight miles broad, and the other from the eastward through Back- 
stairs Passage eight miles in width. 

The principal agricultural and mineral districts of the Colony, are con- 
tiguous to the two gulfs, the shores of which are seven hundred and eighty 
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miles in length, the greater part being entirely protected &om the ocean 
swell. Numeroua outports and shipping places, of which there are over 
fifty, enahle settlers to ship their produce at a very small cost. These 
gulfs are divided by Yorke's Peninsula, some one hundred and twenty 
miles long, and twenty miles broad, having large tracts of wheat-growing 
land, and the principal seat of mining industry. 

Situate on the eastern side of St. Vincent's Gulf are the following 
ports : — Ports Adelaide, Glenelg, Wakefield, Willunga, Noarlunga, and 
Yankalilla; and on the west, or peninsula side, shipping places at 
Edithburgh, Stansbury, and Ardrossan. The eaalem side of Spencer's 
Oulf is supplied by Ports Moonta, Wallaroo, Broughton, Pirie, and 
Port Augusta at the head of the gulf, while Franklin Harbor, Tunby 
Bay, and Port Lincoln, are on the western side of the same gulf. 

A mountain range commences at Cape Jervis, at the eastern entrance 
to Gulf St. Vincent, and extends in a northerly direction, averaging some 
thirty miles in breadth, and dividing the waters flowing eaatwatds into 
the River Murray and lakes, and westwards into the gulf. The highest 
point is Mount Lo%, after which the range is named, having an elevation 
of 2,834ft. above sea level. Descending rapidly on the western aide, 
marked by numerous glens and valleys for about three miles, it declines 
gently over the extensive Adelaide Plains for five milea, to the capital, 
from thence a plain of six miles (almost level) stretches to the sea-coaat. 

Opposite the north end of the gulf the range separates into parallel 
ridges, divided by fertile plains of an average width of eight miles. 

On the eastern side of Spencer's Gulf, and about ten miles from its 
shore, the Hummocks and Flinders Sanges rise to a considerable height 
— Mounts Remtrkable, Brown, and Arden, and other points, being about 
3,000ft. above the level of the sea. From the head of the gulf the 
range sweeps easterly and then northerly, and forms a chain of bills 
extending to latitude 29° 30'. This chain, however, separates into dis- 
tinct ridges, with wide valleya, generally north and south, intervening. 
In the south-eastern portion of the Colony there are several volcanic 
craters — Mounts Gambler and Schanck being the moat remarkable; the 
former being 900ft. high, and having at its base soil of the richest descrip- 
tion. Throughout the remainder of the district are low ridges parallel to 
the coast, with intervening swamps and plains. 

Adelaide, the capital of the Province, is situate about five miles from 
the eastern shore of St. Vincent's Gulf, in latitude 34° 57' 8. and longitude 
138° 38' E., and Poet Adelaide, the principal port, is about seven 
miles north-west from the City, and connected tiierewith by rail. 

GENERAL GOVERNMENT. 

The Constitution granted to South Australia by Her Majesty, by virtue 
of Imperial Act 13 and 14 Victoria, c, 59, was proclaimed on the 24th 
October, 1856, on which day the Queen's assent to the Constitution Act, 
No. 2 of 1865-6, was received in the Colony. Under that Statute the 
Parliament consists of two Houses — the Legislative Council and the 
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House of Assembly— the formeT being composed of eighteen members, 
and the latter, at that time, of thirty-six. In 1873 the electoral districts 
of the House of Assembly were increased from eighteen to twenty-two, 
and the numbet of members from thirty-sis to forty-Bii. 

The Legislative Council, which cajinot be dissolved by the Governor, 
ia elected by ballot, the whole Province forming one electoral district 
for that purpose. Each member is elected for twelve years ; and every 
four years the six members who have been longest on the roll of the 
Council retire. The qualification for a member of the Legislative Council 
ia that he shall have attained the age of thirty years, that he is a subject 
of the Queen, and that he has resided in the Province for three years. The 
quaHfication of a voter for this branch of the Legislature is that he shall 
be twenty-one years of age, a natural bom or naturalized subject of Her 
Majesty, and have been on the electoral roll for a period of six months. 
He must also either be possessed of a freehold of the value of fifty pounds, 
or of a leasehold of the annual value of twenty pounds, having three years 
to run, or with right of purchase ; or be in occupation of a dweUing- 
house of the annu^ rent value of twenty-five pounds. The constitution 
of the Legislative Council is unaltered by the late amendment of the 
Electoral Act. The total number of voters for the Legislative Council 
is 18,445, or forty per cent, of the adult male population. 

The House of Assembly, which is liable to dissolution by the Governor, 
is elected for three years ; and of the twenty-two districts repre- 
sented in it three return three members each, eighteen two members 
each, and the other returns one member only. The Constitution Act 
prescribes no other qualification as necessary for a member of the House 
of Assembly than that he ahall be an elector. An elector's qualification 
to vote is that he shall be of full age, and hare been six months on the 
electoral roll. The total number of electors on the roll for the Assembly 
is 34,404, or seventy-five per cent of the adult male population. 

Reaponsible Government is carried on by six Minletera, members of 
the Legislature, who form the Cabinet, and who are ex officio membera of 
the Executive Council, advising the Crown, in the person of Her Majesty's 
representative. His Excellency the Governor of the Province. 

The following are the tifles of the ministerial ofScera, viz. : — Chief 
Secretary, Attorney-General, Treasurer, Commissioner of Crown Lands 
and Immigration, Commissioner of Public Works, and Minister of 
Agriculture and Education. Each Minister has control over several 
departments of the public service, the duties of which are conducted by 
permanent official heads. 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT. 
Local self-government was established in South Australia as far back 
as l'<40, in which year the Corporation of Adelaide was constituted ; but 
elective Municipal Institutions only became general during the adminis- 
tration of Sir Henry Young, Most beneficial results have flowed from 
the adoption of the principle. Under it the people have been taught the 
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lesson of self-ieliance, and have chEierFullf taxed themselTea for the 
proHGcution of public works of general utility, over which the local 
authorities — a Board of from five to seven members elected by and from 
the ratepayers of the District — eiercise control. Although the State 
supplements pound for pound all sums raised and expended on public 
works in the District, the Council have in their hands the entire manage- 
ment of such espenditure, and of all municipal afiairs. Without such 
Councils it would have been difficult to introduce into sparsely popu- 
lated and unsettled districts many of the social and political advantages 
now enjoyed by people resident at considerable distances from the seat of 
Government, 

Corporations have been established in the principal centres of popula- 
tion to the number of sixteen, and ninety District Councils constituted 
throughout the settled districts. The total annual rateable value of 
property is £1,045,711, of which £391,929 is within the limits of 
Municipal Corporations, and £653,782 is within the boundaries of 
District Councils. The usual rate declared upon the assessment is one 
shilling in the pound sterling. The total revenue of these local bodies in 
1874 was £125,351, and the amount expended on works of permanent 
utility £80,945. 

The following return of the aggregate assessments and receipts of the 
several Municipal Corporations and District Councils, and the amount 
expended on local improvements, affords a reliable indes of the steady 
settlement of the country during the last ten years : — 





Annual ViiloB, 


Becelpta 






86,199 
125,351 


1874 


1,046,711 



Of the total municipal income about one-fifth was contributed by the 
State in the shape of grants, and the expenditure on local improvements 

of a permanent character was two-thirds of the total , receipts. 

POPULATION. 

Inhabitants. — The population of South Australia at the close of 
1875 was estimated to he 210,442 souls. The last Census was taken on 
2nd April, 1871, on the same day and in the same manner as those of 
Great Britain and her other Australian Colonies. A general idea of the 
social condition of the people at the present time may be gathered from 
a review of the chief points then inquired into, bearing in mind the fact 
that whilst the number of the population has increased by one-third, a 
more than proportionate advance has been made in industrial progress, 
material wealth, and social prosperity. Altogether seven enumerations 
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have taken place since tlie eBtablishment of the Colony^ktterly at 
intervalB of five yeara — as shown in the following table : — 



DutsotEnumnatiaii. 




HalH. 


FemalM. 


ToWl. 




9,G2S 
12,670 
3fi,303 
43,720 
SG,D48 
BB,S3i 

95,m 

107,914 


7,840 
S.720 
28,398 
12,101 
61,782 
78,118 
90.218 
102,498 


17,366 
20,390 
83,700 
86,821 
128,830 
183,462 
186,628 
210,412 




18B1. JairaaiTl 


1881. Aprils 




1876. Decemher 31 (eatinuitea) 



In the foregaing table the aborigmes ate not included. At the Census 
of 1871 ttiey numbered 3,869, so far as could be ascerlAined. 

It will be observed that during tbe last ten years there has been a 
numerical increase of population to tbe extent of 46,990, or nearly one- 
tbiid. Tbe total population enumerated in 1871 was 185,626, of which 
95,804 were male, and 90,218 females. Tbe number at tbe close of 
1875 is estimated, as before said, to be 210,442, namely, 107,944 
males and 102,498 females. So close an approximation to equality in 
the numbers of the sexes is highly aatb&ctory, and testifies to the settled 
character of the people. 

DiSTBiBTTTioif. — One of the most important facts brought out by the 
Census is the way in which the population is distributed throughout the 
country. A frequent review of the movements of tbe people is 
essential to the carrying on of die duties of Ooverament in a country 
where settlement advances so rapidly that centres of population arise 
vbere but a few years before sheep only depastured. 

The returns under this bead are esoeedingly satisfactory, as show- 
ing that eighty-five per cent, of the whole number of tbe people are 
resident in tbe country districts, and employed directly or indirectly in 
tbe cultivation of the soil, or in tbe production of mineral and pastoral 
wealth. Since 1861 the residents in the city have increased from 18,303 
to 27,208, or by forty-eight per cent. During the same ten years tbe 
settlers in the country districts have increased from 108,027 to 158,418, 
or by forty-six per cent. 

The following table shows the number of inhabitants, the number of 
males and females, the number of houses, and the number of adult males 
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In a country where bo large a proportion of the people ia engaged in 
agricultural and kindred pur.uits, population muM bo widely di.tributed. 
There are, however, in addition to the City of Adekide, with a present 



at a. muiy more), other populou, 
Norwood, with 5,132 inhahitanH; W 



, 4;775i Hindmarah, 3,2 
Port Adelaide, 2,482; Kapunda, 2,273; WaUaroo, 1,983; Kad . 
1,855; Gawler, 1,652; Gambierton, 1,604; Kooringa, 1,561; Glenfig, 
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1,324, and Cltire, 1,004. There are 20 towaahipg wiOi between 500 and 
1,000, and 60 with between 200 and SOO, and some ISO villages with 
an avetage of less than 200 inhabitants. 

BiBTH-PLACES. — The returas showing the birth-places of the people 
indicate a steady increase in the number of the South Aastralian bora and 
of British birth, as well as, in a lesser degree, of those from British 
possessions other than the United Kingdom, The native-born element, 
of course, preponderates, forming 55 per cent, of the population ; the 
next largest class being persons of English birth, who form twenty-five 
per cent, Ireland has contributed eight per cent., and Germany and Scot- 
land each 4'6 per cent. The proportion of males and females in the 
settled districts is about equal. There are more English men than 
English women, and more Irish women than Irish men. Out of 6,309 
Germans, 4,681 are males and 3,628 females. Of the 185,626 enume- 
rated in 1871, 102,676 were native bom, 46,762 were of Enghsh birth, 
14,255 came from Ireland, B,309 from Germany, 8,167 from Scotland, 
' 3,469 from other Uritish possessions, and 1,356 from other foreign States. 
The children of German and other colonists from foreign countries. are 
returned as South Australians. 

Conjugal Condition. —With reference to the conjugal state, there 
were in 1871, 30,002 married males and 30,029 married females. Married 
women exceed in number the married men in towns, and the reverse is 
the case in the country districts, where also bachelors predominate. The 
proportion of bachelors to spinsters at marriageable ages (all above fifteen), 
IS as twenty-one to fifteen, but of adults as eleven to five. The following 
table shows the number of married, unmarried, and widowed persons, 
males and females, of the age of fifteen and upwards : — 

TT _:„j (BaohelorB 21,638 

w 7^ ( Husbands 80,002 

""^•^ •• 1 Wives 30.029 

wj ^ i ■Widowers I,fi7 1 

Widowed.. (^j^^„^ 3153^ 

Ages. — The proportion in which the number of males and females at 
the undermentioned periods of age stood to the total of the Province is 
as follows :— 
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From the above statement it will be seen that, in a population of 
185,626 souls, seventeen per cent, were infants under five, twenty-eight 
per cent, were children under fifteen, twelve per cent, youths, and the 
remaining forty-three per cent, of the whole number were adults. 

Cookie 
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Taking the number of persons between the ages of fifteen and sixty-five, 
viz., 98,365, as fairly representing the clasa upon whom devolves the dnty 
of sustaining the extreme youth and the bulk of the old age of the country, 
it will be seeu that such class forms fifty-three per cent, of the whole 
population. The man-power — that is, all males of fifteen years and up- 
wards—numbers' 51,271, or but twenty-eight per cent, of the whole 
people ; being three per cent, below the proportion in 1861. 

Occupation. — Very full information with regard to the occupations of 
the people has been obtained at each census, and no returns can be more 
practically useful than those which show in what direction the labor of 
the conntry is chiefly employed. The following classification showB the 
number under each head in 1671 : — 
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and MeelianicHl Productions, snd in Work- 








ing and Dealing in Mineral, Vegetable, 








and Animal Matters 


7,81B 
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Class YII.— Mining : Persons engaged in 
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Class XT.-Miaceilaneoua Puraiiits : Persons engagetl 


1,732 


1,672 


60 














CUssei.r 


6,080 


S,919 


141 


Class Xll.—Independent Means: Persona of Pro- 








perty or Bank not letnmed onder any 
Office or Occupation 








S43 


36S 


ITS 


Class Xlll.-Persons engaged in Domeatio Offices 


or Duties, and of no specified Occupation, 








8cliolars,*c 


117,766 


38,262 


78,fi04 


Class XFV.- Persons Msintainod at Public Coat or 








by the Commnnity, 

Class XT.— Persons whose Pnrauita have not been 


944 


620 


324 


Total of the Population 


l,43fi 


1,303 


112 


186.126 


96,408 


90.318 




P 


!■ 


■X-- 


oo^^lc 



13 South Australia: 

Agricultural, paatoral, and horticultanil pnrsmtB, are those npan wlndi 
the labor of tbe nuLJoritj of the induatrial population is bestowed, 
the number actually engaged therein being 24,224, or forty-three per cent. 
of the specified occupations of males. 

Mining is the next prominent branch of industry, Its importance 
cannot be judged of by the comparatively small number of persons 
returned as directly engaged in it. The great extent and richness of our 
mineral properties afford profitable employment to large numbers of 
artizans, mechanics, and others, who are returned under the headings 
** Tirades" and "Manufactures," but who are in fact dependent upon 
the prosecution of mining industry. The total number of miners was 
3,338 in 18U, 1,504 in 1861, and 840 in 1855. 

The next most important class are manufacturers, persons engaged 
in art and mechanical productions and working and dealing in mineral, 
vegetable, and animal matters. This class numbers 7,849, of whom only 
seven are females. 

The next class in point of tmpoitance are persons, chiefly females, 
engaged in entertaining, clothing, and performing personal offices for 
man, numbering altogether 10,802. 

The trading class amounts to 4,301 ; persons engaged in conveying 
men and goods, 2,917; persona dealing in food and drink, 1,732; pro- 
fessional persons engaged in literature and the fine arts, 1,575; persons 
in the learned professions, 645 ; persons engaged in the general and 
local Government, police, &o,, 1,495; persons engaged in miscellaneous 
occupations not enumerated in the above classes, 6,060 ; and the residue 
of the population, 120,688, composed chiefly of persons engaged in 
domestic duties, scholars, &c., including those whose pursuits ha-^'e not 
been specified and also persons of independent means. 

The following table shows the occupations of the population and the 
number of persons engaged in them, arranged in numerical order ; — 

UALE5. 

Occnpatioti. Namber. 

Farm LaliDreri and Servaata 11,128 

Farmers 8,S31 

Laborers (branch of labor uclefined) 6,013 

Overseers on StatiODs, Stockmen, Shepherds, HuUceepera, Station 

Laborers , 2,S0O 

Minera-Coppsr 2,100 

Carters, Slsbbers. EDginedrivers, Stokers, and others 

on Mines 630 

Gold 819 

6melt«ra, Oredreasers, Ac 223 

Miners and D^gers (otherwise undefined) 124 

Lead ,... 42 

3,338 

Commercial Clerks, Assislants in Shopi, Storemen, &o 2,05T 

Builders, CnrpenteiB, Boilding Surveyors, Timber Merchants, 

Sttwyers,*c 1,786 

fikcksmitliB, WbiteamithB, Founders, Mechanical Engineers, &c , , 1,632 

Carried forward 38,036 
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Occnpaflon. Mnmhcr. 

BrouRtit forward , 36,035 

Tftilon, BhoemaiBre, DresamakBrB, Outflttera, HattOTB, ftc 1,439 

Sbap Bud Storekeepera, Warelionssmen, DealeiB, Hawkers, ke. ,.,, 1,200 

Other ArtiiaaB itnd Mecahnica— Printers, Bookbinden, Cooi>en, Sec. 1,1S2 

Hasona, Brioklajers, Blatera, Hodmen, Stncco-men, Sen 1,137 

Carriers, Draymen, BullockariTsri on Roads, Lightenaen, *o, 1,108 

Engaged in Sea Nayigatioo— Sailors, SHp Stewards, 4o 927 

Horticultural— Market QardenerB, Gardener? (Maeter), &c 807 

Vege;aUe Food ohiefty and Drinks— Bakers, Confectioners, Cireen- 

grocers, Ac 810 

Animal Food eluefl.y— Butcters, Ponlterera, FishmongerB, &c 832 

Domestic Servants (Geaentl) — Cooka, Coadimen, Qroonis (Private 

Serranta) 791 

Quarrymen, BrickmakerB, Road aod Eailway Laborers, Ac, . . 72S 

Workmen in Govarmnent Employment — MesaengBrs, Office Keepers, 

Cliainmen in Survey Partiea, Telei^pli Constructors, ftc 63t 

Other Occupations —Proprietors Labor Markets, Billiard-tab!e 

Eeepen, ftc SSi 

Owners and DriTsia of Coaclies, Cabs, Watermen. &c fiSS 

Officers . of Greneral Government — Judges, Resident Magistrates, 

OoTemment Clerks, Surveyors, &c 62i 

Bankers, Brokers, A ccountents. Auctioneers, Commission Agents, See. 49B 

Coach and Cart Makers, Whecdwrights, Implement Makers, &c 403 

Inn and Lodginghouse Koepors, Inn Servants, &c , 482 

Teackers, Schoobn asters, Tutors, &c 406 

Pastoral— Squatters, Stockholders, Graziers, Sheepfarmeri, &0. ,.., 3S3 

"Woodsplittors, Fencers, Bushmeu (otherwise undefined), «o 312 

Cabinutmakers, Furniture Dealers. CarrerE and Gildeis, Tnmera, Ac. 2SS 

Taimera, Fellmongers, SoapboUeTS, 'WooUorters, Charcoal Buraeia, £c. 249 
Clergy, Ministers, Priests, Missionaries and their Subordinates, 

Beitons, Pew-Opcners, &c 24fi 

Other ProiWoiis— Authors, Editors, Bfportera, Photognipben, 

Musicians, &c 237 

Police, 'Wardens, Turnkeys. Ac 217 

Annuitants, Independent Means, &c , 211 

Merchants, Importers, &c 204 

Porters and Messengers (not assislanta in shops or stores) 171 

Contractors (branch undeflced) ISO 

Tignerons, Dressers, Gardeners, &c 1B4 

Woodcutters, WatercarrieiB, Woodmen, Ac 18* 

Overseers (branch of labor undefined) 148 

Physicians, Surgeons, OculistH. Dentists, Ac 123 

Ardiitects, Civil Engineers, Snrvejors (Land), Draughtsmen, 4o. ., 123 

Dispensing Chemists, Dmggists, Ac Ofl 

I>awyers, Barristers, Attorneys, Conveyancers, Ac 90 

Persons deriving Income Irom Houses — HooseholdeiB, Hoosa Pro- 
prietors, Ac 87 

Law Clerks, Law Stationers, Bailiffs, Ac 80 

Officers of Corporations, District Councils, Ac 77 

Gentlemen (not otherwise defined] 70 

Cattle- Dealers and Saleyard Keepers, Farriers, Fonodkeepers, Ac... 33 

Chnrch Officers, Tergers, Sextons, Ac 10 

fi5,223 

BBStDDB OF THE MAI.B PoptTtiTION. 

Children, EeUtives, Visitors, Ac. {not otherwise defined) 23,620 

Scholars, whether in Public or Private Schools, or at Home 14,736 

Cairied forward 38,202 S5,223 
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Unemployed, "Ko Octuptliwi at pre»nt" 

Occupatioii not stated 

Patients in Ho^tolB, Aaylunu, Dep6ts, &c. . 



FEMALES. 
Oecapadon, Tfumbar. 

DomealJc Berruita (Oeaeral), Coobi, £0. . . . , 6,443 

Dressmalurs, Hillinera, TailoreBseB, &c. , 1,652 

Te*oliers, SchoolmistreBsas, Goremeasea, Mueio Teadiara, £0 803 

Finn Laboren and Serraata, &x 330 

Farmers .. < 244 

Assistants in Btiopi, &c 170 

SIiop and Starekeepers, Dealers, Hawkers, &c ISl 

Other Occupations 141 

AnnaitaotB, Independent Means, £0 117 

Tnn and LcH^mgnouee Keepers, Inn Servants, £o. 95 

Persons deiiTutg Income from Honaea — House Proprietors, &c 33 

Vegetable Food chiefly and Drinks— Bakers, Confeutioners, Green- 
grocers, £c 32 

Animal Food chiefty— Butchers, Poollflreni, Fishraongere, So 128 

Ladies (not otherwise descrihed) , 20 

Horticultnral — Market Qaideners, £c. 13 

Shepherds' Wives assistji^ as Hatkeepers, £c II 

Tignerons, Dressers, £c 9 

In GoTenunent Employment — Office Keepers, Nurses, £0 S 

Other Piolbssiona —Authors, Musicians, £c 7 

Herohaati, ImpoTters. £c, 

Pastoral— Sqnattera, Stochholdets, Gnuiets, BheepfonueiB, Ac 6 

Registry Office Keepers, £c. .. ,. i 

In OoTommeat Employment 3 

Employed by Corporation.— Office Keepers, &o 2 

Other ArtLZBDS and Mechanics — ^Bookbinden, £e 2 

Chemist and Druggist (proprietor) 1 

Mason (ditto) 1 

Blacksmith (ditto) I 

Builder (ditto) 1 

Cabinetmaker (ditto) , 1 

Tanner, £cjditto) 1 

Wood and Water Carter I 

Porter and Messenger 1 

BBsmm or thb Feiiai;b Pofdxation. 

Cbildien, BeUtives, Tisitors, £c. (not otherwise defined) ,... 34,826 

Wives, Widows, ftc 30,666 

Schotiis, wheUier in Public or Private Schools, or at Htone 14,123 

Patients in Hospitals, Asylums, Dep6ls, &e 2S4 

Occupations not staled 84 

Cnemployed, "No Ocoapalion at Present," £c :.. 18 

Prisonwi 40 



Total of the Female Population 90 
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Relioioks op the FeopiiE. — Therarioiu relimoua denominations were 
ascertained at tlie ceoBus taken in 1871, and tJie numbers in connexion 
mth each -were fonnd to he as follows : — 

v, k„ P«r wnt. af ths 

ctamnw. popuuBiBi. 

ClmrclL of Eogland S0,849 27-30 

Boman CstliDUa 28,ess IfiU 

■Wesleraa MeUiodirt 37,07S 1*69 

Luthenm, Qernum 19,412 S-SB 

PreBbyterian ■ 13,871 * 7M 

CoD^rtgatiDDftl or Independent 7,969 4-29 

Bible Chrisljao 7,768 4-18 

PrindtiTe HethodiBt 8,207 4-42 

Baptirt 8,731 4-70 

Ohiirtiaii BreUuen l,lfiS -64 

Helluidut Hew Connexion SSS '20 

UnitMJMi 662 -36 

UoTATion 210 -11 

Societf of Friend 92 -OS 

"Sew JeiDUlem Charcli 137 -07 

Jews t3S -23 

Protestants (not otherwise defined) 4,7S3 S'JSB 

Other aeligion« SD8 -27 

Object. 5,436 3-82 

Not stated 3,802 2'04 

Excluding those cases in which objection was taken to affording the 
information, or the information was not given, it would appear that 
about eighty.five per cent, of the whole population are members of 
Protestant Churches, and the remaining fifteen per cent, are Roman 
Cathohcs The Church of England is represented by twenty-seven per 
cent., the Wesley an Methodists by fifteen per cent., the German 
Lutherans by eight per cent., Presbyterians by twenty per cent., and 
the Congregationalists, Bible Christians, Primitive Methodists, and 
Baptists each by about five per cent, of the total papulation. 

Education. — The returns under this bead only show the number 
of persons able to read and write, those able to read only, and 
those unable to read. Omitting children under five years of age, the 
proportion of each class is as follows: — Seventy- five per cent, of the 
population can read and write, fourteen per cent, can only read, and ten 
per cent, can neither read nor write. 

Of the rising youth, say from fifteen to twenty-one years of age, ninety- 
one per cent, can read and write, six per cent, can read only, and only 
three in every hundred are totally uneducated. 

That parents are alive to the necessity of giving their children a 
degree of education which tbey, &om the circumstances of tfaeir early 
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life, were precluded from receiving, is proved from tbe fact that whilst 
among the adult population aisty-one in every 1,000 are returned as 
tumble to read, the number of youths of both Beies between the agea of 
fifteen and twenty-one who cannot read is only thirty in every 1,000; 
the numbers specified t«n years before being respectively eighty-three in 
every 1,000 adults as against fifty-one in every 1,000 youths unable to 
read. 

The following table afibrds a comparison of the degree of education in 
the difibrent ^ustraUan colonies : — 



Nune of Colony. 




beiween ftre uid 


Betd and Write. 


Bead only. 


NotR«d. 




57a 

610 

fil2 


334 

207 
208 


ISO 

164 
2GS 
242 






QueMiland 



BIRTHS, MARRIAGES, AND DEATHS. 

The Province is divided into twenty-eight registration districts for the 
purpoae of recording births and deaths and for the registration of 
marriages. The number of births registered during 1675, was 7,408, 
namely, males 3,774, and females 3,634. The following tables show the 
number of births at quinquennial periods : — 



Bm™. 


TeuD. 


MslM. 


FcmBlM. 


Total. 




3.338 
3,868 
3,470 
3,«0S 
3,774 


3,1S3 
3,883 
3,312 
3,387 
8,634 


4,488 
6,661 
6,783 
7,083 

7,408 













The average birth-rate ia thirty-seven per thousand of the population, 
which compares favorably with the birth-rate in England and Wales, 
viz., thirty-three per thousand. The proportio:! of births is 104 males 
to 100 females, or the same proportion as is recorded at home. The 
number of marriages registered in 1875 was 1,688. 
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There is an average of eight marriages per thoasaud of the population, 

being almost indenlical with the rate in the Mother Country. The 
anuexed statement shows the numbet of marriagea solemnized by each 
denomination in 1866, 1871, and 187S : — 



Mauiaou. 
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Bythe Church ot England 


325 
183 
101 
122 
164 

108 
I* 
il 

81 
8* 
6 

1 

3 
43 


2S4 
177 
82 
95 
178 

88 

63 
107 

7 

2 
6 

76 
2 
3 
4 


391 

199 

99 

110 

308 

9 

92 

33 

82 

109 

162 

8 

3 

i 

2 

76 

1 
2 






- freeChurehofSeollaiid 

" Chriatians. .'!"!!.".' !!.',",'.','.']! 

" Bapti»la 

" Bible Chriatiane 

" PrimitiTe Malhodiata 

<< Hethodut New Cunnuxion .... 


'■ Jews 

" Cbrifltian Brethren 

" Miarion to Aborigines 

" N«w Jemaalem Church 


1,299 


1,260 


1,688 



The rate of mortality throughout the Province was much higher in 
1875 than usual, owing to the prevalence of zymotic diseases — measles and 
scarlatina — ^which caused ^local diseases supervening) an advance of the 
death-rafe, especially amongst infants and children. The total deaths 
registered were 2,118 males and 1,918 females. The following is a 
table showing the mortality in tbe years mentioned : — 



»„„.. 


„„. 


Uidca. 


Femalw. 


,.,.. 




658 
I.09S 
1,637 
1,352 
2,118 


489 
867 
1,216 
1,026 
1,918 


1,U7 

1,962 
a.763 
2.378 
4,036 




1866 
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Nearly one-half of the mortality is of infanta under two yeats— a i&t« 
not so high as rules in England. A larger number of male than of 
female children die at that period of infancy. 

The following table shows the average death-rate for ten jeara nnder 
each class of disease in England and in South Australia : — 



I. Zyntotic 

II. CooslitutiDiial , . 

III. Local 

IV, Borelopmental 
V. Tiolent 

TI. triiBp«cified .... 



The average death-rate in South Australia is fifteen per thousand, 
as compared with twenty-two per thousand in England. 

IMMIQKATION AND EMIGRATION. 

Last year, 6,566 persona arrived in South Australia and 4,019 left it, 
yielding an increase of the population from this source of 2,54" persons. 
During that and the preceding twelve months assisted immigration was 
resumed by Government after a lapse of several years. The sum voted 
by Parliament for the introduction of immigrants during the coming year 
(1876) ia £100,000, and the balance of the amount voted for expenditure 
in 1B75, equal to £18,551, ia also available for the like purpose. These 
sums provide a fund sufBcient for the introduction of about six thousand 
adults, or between four and five hundred souls monthly. 

When it is considered that during tlie past five years nearly two and a 
half millions of acres of land have been taken up for agricultural settlement, 
a steady and moderate increase of man-power, suitable to the require- 
ments of the country becomes an absolute necessity. Such additional 
labor will be readily absorbed into the general population without 
producing any disturbance of social interests. This large augmentation 
of the area occupied by the farming classes has taken place during a 
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pmiod is whicli the influx of popnladon from abroad fxAy amounted to 

4,565 souls. 

The following statement shows the total immigration and emiffiation 
dnriag each of the past five years, and also the number of immigrants 
introduced at the public expense:— 







EmienttoB. 




^. 


Female ToUl. 
1 


UlIh. 


Fnuta 


loUl. 


lUlei. 


PemslH 


Tottl. 


mi 

1672 

1873 

1874 

1876 


1,681 
1,60* 
3,084 
3,fi6S 
4,311 


861 

797 

1,484 

S,002 

2,256 


2,632 
Z,401 
4,648 
6.S67 
6,566 


2,037 

2,173 
2,126 
2,228 
2,718 


',146 
1,232 
1,046 
1,406 
1,301 


3,182 

3,405 
8,172 
3,271 
4,019 


101 
1,192 

i,ise 


122 
960 
911 


220' 
2,162 
2.06T 


Totftl .... 


14,21fi 


7,389 


21,604 


11,280 


6,789 


17,049 |2,452 

i 


1,993 


4,44f 



Government immigration was resumed in 1873 ; since the commence- 
ment of which year the balance of immigration over emigration has 
amounted to G,209 souls, or 1,764 more than the number introduced at 
the expense of the State. It will also be noticed that the proportion of 
immigrants at their own cost largely increased during the past year. 

EDUCATION. 

The administration of the public Totes for educational purpose", and 
"the coutrol and management of State- assisted schools throughout the 
Province, have been vested, since 1861, in a Central Board of Education. 

The number of schools licensed by the Board in 1874 was tliree hun- 
dred and twenty — of which fourteen were within the City of Adelaide, 
twenty-seven in other corporate to\vns, and two hundred and seventy-nine 
in the country districts. Presiding over these schools, were two hundred 
.and seventeen licensed schoolmestcrs and ninety-eight licensed school- 
mistresses. The number of scholars attending was 17,426; of whom 
9,625 were boys, and 7,801 girls. The average attendance at all schools 
was 13,774, for one month; the average number on the roll at each 
school was fifty-four, and the average attendance forty-three, whilst 
"the percentage of attendance to the number on the rolls, during one 
month, was 790. 
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compared with 1870 : — 




1870. 


1871. 


300 

322 

72 
BoTB.. 8,401 
Girls.. 6,617 

15,108 
11,969 


310 

217 

08 

Boya.. 9,826 

GirlB.. 7,Sai 

i;,*26 

13,773 


Scholare at licensed 8cWb,-| HlglMinom-f 
includrng destitute oliild4 bwonihe \ 
renemd orphans J -»"'>y""- 1 





The expenditure of the Board in 1874 was £29,689, heing an advance 
of £9,266 upon that of 1870. The total sum expended in aid of erecting 
district schoolhouses has been £22,207. The average amount of school 
fees paid for each scholar by parents, &c., was 19s. 7id. The average 
expense to the State of each licensed school was £83 10a. 3d. 

In addition to schools receiving lud from the Gorernment, there have 
always existed a large number of private schools with an average 
attendance of about 7,000 scholars. 

During the past year, a new Education Act was passed, pro- 
viding that the future management of public education shall be 
committed to a Council, with a paid president and staff of officers directly 
responsible to the Minister of Education— a member of the Cabinet. 
Iifr. Harcus thus describes the nature of the improvements contem- 
plated by the new measure r — " Schools will be established wherever 
there is a certain number of children of a school age, who will pay a 
moderate fee to the teachers" [viz., 4d. per child per M'eek]. " In addi- 
tion to the fees, the teachers will be paid by the Government, through 
the Council, salaries varying from £100 to £300 per annum. Schoolhouses 
will be provided, and the necessary education material. Grants of public 
lands will be set apart every year, and placed under the control of the 
Council, the rents from which will be devoted to school purposes. Four 
and a half hours each day will be devoted to secular instruction, previous 
to which the Bible may be read— without note or explanation : practically, 
the instruction will be secular. All children of school age will be required 
to be under instruction until a certain standard of attainment (to be fixed 
by the Council) is reached : so far, the system will be compulsory. Pro- 
rision is made for the gratuitous instruction of children whose parents 
can show that they are not able to pay for it ; but fees may be enforced 
in all cases where inability to pay them has not been proved. It will thoa 
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he seen that the three great principles of public education which are now 
BO much in vogue ai e adoptea in the Bill, with certain modifications —the 
education ia secular, but not to the exclusion of the Bible ; free, to those 
who cannot afford to pay a small fee ; and compulsory wherever practi* 
cable. Provision is also made for the establishment of model and training 
schools, of Boards of Advice, and for the systematic examination of 
teachers and their classification according to their attainments and 
proficiency, and for scholarships." 

With a view of shoMring that Parliament is desirous of fostering and 
encouraging the growth of a comprehensive system of public instruction, 
it may be stated that the following grants of money and land have 
lately been made : — Towards the expenses of the Education Department, 
payment of teachers, &c., a yearly sum of £60,000 ; and a like amount 
for the erection of public school-buildings. One hundred and twenty 
thousand acres of the public estate were also granted to the Couucil, 
and provision made for setting apart 20,000 acres in future years. 
To the University of Adelaide, lat^y established, an annual grant of 
five per cent, on all sums contributed to the University from private 
sources (at present amounting to over £40,000), and also an endowment 
of 50,000 acres of laud. For the maintenance of Institutes, and for 
the erection of buildings connected therewith, the sum of £16,000. 

The South Australian Institute, established in 1856, contains, under 
one roof, a Public Library and Museum, a Circulating Library, and 
a Public Reading and News Room. It has also incorporated with it 
societies for the promotion and study of Philosophy and the Fine Arts. 
The Institute is managed by a Board of Oovemots, and is subsidized by 
the State. The seventy-five country institutes which the parent institute 
has affiliated are scattered over the length and breadth of the Province. 
They are governed by Committees elected by the members of each insti- 
tute. About twenty possess buildings half the cost of which has, in each 
case, been defrayed from the public revenue. 

The number of volumes in the Library of the South Australian Insti- 
tute is 18,837; the number of subscribers is 715; and the number of 
volumes in circulation during the year, 54,648. lu the country 
institutes the number of volumes is 42,393; the number of members, 
2,904 ; the aggregate income (exclusive of the Government grantj, 
£3,360 ; and the number of volumes circulated during the year has been 
76,487. 

PUBLIC WORSHIP. 

The voluntary principle, or freedom of religion from State assistance 
and consequent contiol. was established in South Australia from the date 
of its foundation. The beneficial results of its operation under the 
circumstances of this community may be estimated by the fact that two- 
thirds of the population are provided with suitable accommodation far 
the observance of public worship. The number of churches, chapels, 
rooms, and other buildings used for public worship at the end of 1874 
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wM 876, providing 132,000 sHings, disttibuted 
ia the following table ; — 
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Ten yenrs ago there were 535 churches containing 86,000 sittings. 
The number of Sunday scliools in 1874 was 525, attended by 85,671 
children, instructed by 4,650 teachers, of nhom 2,200 were male and 
2,450 female. The average attendance of scholars has been uninter- 
ruptedly increasing year by year since 1865, when the number reached 
23,739. 



CHARITABLE INSTITUTIONS. 

Ample provision is made by the State for the relief and support of that 
helpless section of the community, which may be divided into aged and 
eick, persons mentally infirm, and orphan children. 

The Adelaide HospitalisaGovernment institution under the management 
of a Board consisting of professional and n on- professional members, who 
with an efficient staff of officers administer the affairs of the instifution. 
During the year 1874, there were 1,806 inmates of the Hospital, of 
whom 98 died, 1,579 were discharged cured or relieved, and 129 remained 
on the last day of the year. The daily average number of patients 
was 134. There are five hospitals in the country districts, and in 
addition thereto provision is made for medical attendance on the 
indigent sick throughout the settled portions of the Colony. 
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Two hospitals fot the insane are also provided by the State, and ate 
conducted on the same principlee as similar asylums in the Mother 

Country and with great efficiency. For every 100,000 of the population. 
South Australia has 196 insane psrsons ; England has 226. The total 
number of cases treated was 464 ; the daily average number in the 
asylums was 3'')2 ; the number of admissions was 106 ; the niimber of 
patients discharged, cured or relieved, was 81 ; and the number of deaths 
was 32. Patients, able to maintain themselves, are also admitted for 
treatment upon paying reasonable fees. 

The asylum for the relief of infirm and destitute persons not requiring 
active medical treatment affords assistance to the necessitous. The rule 
is rigidly followed of excluding from in-door relief any able-bodied per- 
son, and out-door relief is only given to males in consequence of sickness 
— and then only on medical certificate ; it being understood that no maa 
capable of working and able to earn his own livelihood should be 
assisted &om the funds of the institution. The cases of widows and 
orphans, or females deprived of their natural protectors, are exceptionally 
regarded; and applicants for relief of this class are treated according to 
circumstances, and receive all necessary assistance. The average number 
ki the asylum of male adults is 175, ehie£y infirm and decrepit, and 83 
female adults. Seventy-two, principally young chOdren, were maintained 
in the Industrial Schools connected with this institution. On ari'iving 
at a suitable age, the children are placed with or adopted by private 
families, under what is known as the boarding-out system, under the 
careful supervision of the department, assisted by a committee of ladies 
who voluntarily devote the necessary time to. overlooking the children's 
welfare. Some five hundred orphans and neglected children have by 
these means found comfortable homes, and the system generally is 
considered to have worked with great success. 

The protection of the aborigines and the duty of supplying them with 
medical comforts in sickness, &c., is performed by a public officer, 
The welfare of these people has also been attended to by several 
long-established institutions, mainly supported by voluntary contributions. 

Among other benevolent institutions of a private character are the 
Strangers' Friend's Society, Hebrew Philanthropic Society, Female 
Befuge, Homceopatbic Dispensary; institutions for the relief of the 
blind, deaf, and dumb ; cottage homes for the aged and infirm poor and 
widows; Convalescent Hospital; Orphan Home, for the reception and 
training of orphan girls ; Prince Al&ed's Sailors' Home ; and Servants' 
Home. 

Although not strictly coming under the head of charitable institutions, 
it is desirable to mention that twenty-eight Masonic lodges, English, 
Irish, and Scotch eonaitutions, are distributed tliroughout the Colony. 

Friendly Societies have also been for many years in active operation. 
under local legislation, and are firmly established with a large accumu- 
lated fund at their disposal. The chief Orders of these societies are, 
I.O.O.F., M.U. ; the Ancient Order of Foresters; the U. 0. Odd- 
fellows ; the Ancient Order of Druids ; two Independent Order of Becha- 
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bites, and the Order of Good Templars. The total number of meiabers 
of Friendly Societies is 15,092; their total incoBMi £42,464 ; their total 
expenditure, £35,434; and their total assets amount to £87,250. 



ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE. 

The legal tribunals of the Province consist of a Supreme Court, presided 
over by the Chief Justice, and two Puisne Judges ; the Court of Vice- 
Admiralty, of which the Chief Justice is Judge ; the Court of Insolvency, 
presided over by a Commissioner ; Local Courts of Civil Jurisdiction, 
presided over by Stipendiary Magistrates; and Police M^strate's 
Courts. 

Subjoined is a statement of the proceedings in the Supreme Court m 
its civil jurisdiction, during the years 1865, 1869, and 1874 : — 
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Jlmount aworn to 

Matrimomal Cauees JuriBdiotEon— 

No.ofCa8eB ; .. 

Appellate Jurisdiction- 
No. of Special Cases from Insolveney Court 
No. of Appeals from Local Courts 

No. of IVrita of Certiorari removing Judgment 1 


No. of WrilB of Habeas Coipns, Uandamn?, &c. 
No. of Special Cesei 





The number of writs passing through the Sheriff's office during the 
iiune years was as follows : — 

1S85. 18fiS, t8M. 

Capias ad satia 17 31 2S 

Fieri facias 36 36 18 

Other writs 15 18 11 

Totals 68 82 54 

The following table shows the number of insolvencies, assignments, kc. 
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and the amount of liabilities and assets specified in the insolvents' 
schedules, also taken foi the same interval of five years : — 
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Local Courts of civil jurisdiction are established in all the principal 
towns throughout the Province, and number forty-five. They are 
arranged in circuits, and are presided over by Stipendiary Magistrates. 
These courts adjudicate in all personnl aiitions involving amounts up to 
£100, and in actions of ejectment where the land is under the Real 
Property Act and does not exceed £100 in value. A Special 
and two other Magistrates, or a Special Magistrate and a Jury of 
four, constitateB a court of full jurisdiction, and one Special Magis- 
trate a court of limited jurisdiction. The latter does not adjudicate on 
amounts above £20. 

The following return shows the number and eitent of proceedings in 
the Local Courts. The figures given as amount of judgments obtained 
after hearing do not, of course, represent the whole amount recovered 
through the agency of these Courts, as a considerable proportion of the 
cltums ate settled out of Court after issue of the summons, and do not 
come on for hearing : — 
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The legal profeasion numlierB eighty-five members ; the two branches 
of banistcT and attorney are united. A valnalile law library, containing 
about two thousand volumea, is attached to the Supreme Court, 

The criminal records of the Courts are calculated to convey a favorable 
impresaion of the law-abiding impulses of the South Australian com- 
munity, the proportion of serious crimes being exceedingly small. In 
fact ihe "criminal class" may be said to be imknown in South 
Australia. Following is a statement of the number of convictions ia 
the Supreme Court during the years named :— 



Ntiinber of Felouiea — 

AgaioBt ibe person 

Againrt property 

Total number of MiBdemeauom, 

Total 



The annual number of convictions in the Supreme Court has averaged 
during the last three years seventy-two, or only one in three thousand of 
the population. During the past ten years capital punishment has been 
inflicted in four instances — amongst them one aboriginal snfiered the 
extreme penalty of the law. 

The foUowing table shows the number of cases of felony and mifi- 
demeanot preliminarily investigated in the Police Courts, and how they 
were disposed of — whether by committal to the Supreme Court, summary 
convictions under the Minor Offences Act, conviction of juvenile ofilen- 
ders, or by dismissal of cases :— ■ 
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Abont one-half of the commitments for trial in the Supreme Court 
resulted in conviction. 
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In addition to the preliminary investigations above referred to, the 
Stipendiary Magistrates have summary jurisdiction in cases of breaches 
of the provisions of icta of Parliament where the penalty is limited 
to fine, or to fine and imprisonment. This class of offences is principally 
composed of cases of drunkenness in the streets, offences under the Police 
Act, common assauKs, breaches of the Waste Lands and Impounding 
Acta, the Merchants' Shipping and Marine Board Acts, and noU' 
compliance with Municipal by-laws. 

The following table indicates the number of cases heard and deter- 
mined in the years 1865, 1869, and 1874 :— 



Intbnnatioas under Acts of CoimcUs, &u. — 
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Considering the increase of population during the ten years, the 
relative number of convictions, especially in cases of drunkenness, has 
materially declined. 

LAND TRANSFER, LIENS, MORTGAGES, &:c. 
The Statute known as the Real Property Act of South Australia affords 
a facile and convenient process by which the transfer of landed property 
may be accomplished in as easy and cheap a nianncr as any ordinary 
commercial transaction. Where almost every man is a land-owner, or is 
interested in land — either as vendor or vendee, lessor or lessee, mort- 
f;agor or mortgagee — dealings in real estate become a matter of almost 
everyday occurrence. It may be said to be quite exceptional for an 
individual in South Australia not to be, more or less, personally interested 
in. the establishment of a simpte and inexpensive method of dealing witSi 
diis description of property. There can be no question that the opera- 
tion of the measure has been highly advantageous to the community : 
and, as considerable interest is attached to the working of so important w 
leform, a detailed statement is given of the transactions of the office in 
each year since its establishment in 1858. The total value of the lands 
brought under the operation of this law amounts to nearly ten millions 
sterlmg. 
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a view of meeting claims for compensation on the part of any perion 
'who, through, error or fraud, might suffer from the carrying out of the 
piinciples of absolute inde feasibility of title. This fund is derived from 
a contribution of one half-penny in the pound levied on all property 
brought under the operation of the Act ; it now amounts to over 
i30,000, and is invested in Government securities. The claims on the 
fund have reached £308 up to the present time. 

The following statement shows the number and amount of liens, mort- 
gages, and other securities for advances of money registered during the 
years mentioned: — 
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Of the total amount of mortgagee o 
— or three-fourths of the whole — wi 
-opMation of the Keal PropPity Act. 



. land registered last year, £997,775 
re advances upon land under the 



REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE. 

The financea of the Colony of South Auatralia have never heen 
ID a more prosperous condition than at present. The returns of receipts 
firoin all sources of revenue indicate the steady progress and cirowth of 
the community, and there is a tone of elasticity whicn promises weU for 
Hie future. 

The General Revenue for the year ended 31st December, 1875, 
-wnounted to £1,143,312 5s. lOd., to which must be added the balance 
-to credit at the commencement of the year, £92,677 2s. 2d., making a 
-total income of £1,235,989 Bs. 

The Total Expenditure by the Government during the same period was 
jei,l?6,412 18s. lOd., leaving a balance at the end of the twelve months 
-of £59,576 98. 2d. 

The Public Loan Account is kept distinct from that of the General 



The receipts of the year amounted to five pounds twelve shillings per 
liead of the population. The amount of revenue contributed through 
Hba Cuatoma — Qie only sooice of general taxation — was thirty-threa 
shillings per head, an amount lower than the rate of taxation in the 
Uother Country, or in any of the other Austialian Ccdonies. 
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ITie following table gives the amount of revenue derived under tie- 
sevend heads of receipt : — 

Hbiss of Bboeift. £ 

Coatom 339,103 

Mwine 9,237 

Bents, &C., Crown Lands 85,71# 

RentB— Ordinary 1,120 

Licence* {Buainau) 13,920 

Postages and Telegraphs 78,81$ 

Fines, Fees, and Farfeitutea 27,S82 

Salei of QoTemment Property 137 

BeimburBetnents-in-ud 11,991 

Miscellaneous 4,€6t 

Interest uid Eicliitnge 2,762 

Railways and Tramws^pl 183,09& 

Waterworks 30,896 

J Proceeds of n7,53& 

t Interest oa Credit Sales 1 12,03S 

Immigration , *,473 

£1,113,312 
In young communities the general Government has necessarily imposed 
upon it functions and duties from which, in more advanced conditions of 
society, the State is exempt. The construction of railways, waterworks, 
telegraphs, roads, pubKc buildings, &c., must, if entered into at all, be 
undertaken at the public cost. Moreover such works must, in common 
orudence, be constructed on a scale in advance of the actual requirements 
of the moment. In South Australia such expenditure forms a large pro- 
portion of the whole, will benefit future generations equally with the 
present, and must not be regarded as ordinary current cost of Qoyermnent. 

The subjoined table shows the exptenditure, specified under the 
lespeotive heads of service for which it was incurred : — 

Heads or EsFENDiiuaE. £ 

CifULiat 18,900 

Tlie Legislature 10,803 

Civil E>tablisbmenU 36,03^ 

Judicial and Legal Departmeats 31,099 

Police 60,34& 

Gaols and Prisaoa 13,337 

Education 43,SW 

Charitable Institntioiu JM,043 

Hilitary DefenMi Hi 
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PosUI and Telegnph Serrices 132,741 

Cuttomt 11,B7T 

H«rbor9 and Lights , 16,«8 

Public Worka 217,940 

BaHwayaand Traminiyi 177,424 

Waterworks 18,117 

Stmef and CrowDLBDda 37,466 

Eoliring Allowancee, 4c 9,919 

latercst and Bichangs 4,838 

Miseeilaneous 68,894 

Immigration 27,139 

Interest on Loans for PubUo Works 142,476 

Bedemption of ditto 34,490 

£1,176,412 
The payments may be aummarized as follows; — The ordinary expeaaea 
of Government (including judicial attd legal departments, police, gaola, 
prisons, &c.) amount to £262,000, or twenty-five fihillings per head of 
the population, being eight shillings less than tlie taxation ; £43,000 is 
devoted to education; £o4,000 to charitable institutions; and £328,000 
is required for tlie service of reproductive works. Among these latter, 
rwlwaya require £177,000, the receipts from that source being £183,000. 
The waterworks take £18,000, and the receipts therefrom are £31,000. 
The post and telegraph services absorb £132,000, and the revenue 
contributed by them is £78,000. The interest on the bonded debt 
amounts to £142,000, averaging fourteen shillings per head of the 
population ; hut an amount very much larger than this is annually saved 
by the reduced cost of carriage and other facilities afforded to the public 
by the works constructed out of the loans upon whiph this interest 
accrues. The cost of the survey and ^management of Crown landa was 
lastjyear £37,000; and £27,000 was' devoted to the introduction of 
immigrants. 

The expenditure on public works and in reduction of loans amounted 
to £282,000, being £105.000 more than the sum received during 
the year from the proceeds of the sales of waste landa. The Crown 
lands beingj the capital of the Colony, it is important to note that not 
only were the receipts derived from theit sale, devoted intact to improv- 
ing the public estate, but a sum equal to one-third more, derived from 
the general reveniie, was also expended in the same direction. 

LOANS FOR PUBLIC WORKS. 
Legislative sanction baa been accorded from time to time forthe raising 
of moneys by way of loan for the prosecution of reproductive public 
works, Buch as railways, tramways, waterworks, telegraphs, harbor 
improvements, and other public purposes. The following return shows 
the amount of Public Debt outstanding on Slat December, 1875, for 
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eacli of the several Public Wotkfi-, and the total rat« of indebtedness p^- 
Iiead of the population, and for each undertaking: — 

Publio Debt. 

Amtnmt. ^^Jf' 

£ ■ £ «. A 

Eftflways 1,381,600 6 11 

Tramways 131,600 13 

Waterworks 811,600 2 8 8 

Telegraphs 378,400 1 16 

Harbors and Lights 328,000 112 

Heads 236,000 120 

Publio Purpoaos 168,600 18 



Publio Purpoaos 168,600 

Northern Territory 185,000 



17 



Total.,.. £3,320,600 £15 16 

If it be aaked what the Colony has to show in the shape of permanent 
improvements, it may be answered that there are three hundred and 
forty miles of railway. The city, port, and suburbs of Adeliude, with 
mxty thousand residents, have an abundant and constant water supply. 
Harbors have been deepened and improved, and navigation rendered easj 
by an almost perfect system of lighthouses. Eighteen hundred _ 
miles of macadamised roads are in effective order, and the Province ib 
traversed from north to south and from east to west hy telegraphs, 
over five thousand miles in length, bringing us into instantaneoua 
communication with the whole world. 

The earlier loans were issued bearing six per cent, interest, but thoMi 
of late years bear four per cent. only. The present price of South 
Australian four per cents is 9S^. Interest and redemption ia payable 
In London on 1st January and 1st July in each year. The currency 
of the bonds is generally thirty years. Redemptions to the amount of 
£678,400 have been made since the first issue of bonds in 1854. 

BANKING, 
Six banking institutions carry on business within the Province, namely, 
the Bank of South Australia, Bank of Australasia, Union Bank of Aus- 
tralia, National Bank of Australasia, English, Scottish, and Australian 
Chartered Bank, and Bank of Adelaide, all of which have establishmenta 
in the principal sea-ports and inland toivnships, numbering altogether 
sixty-four branches and agencies. Quarterly general abstracts are pnb* 
lished of the average amotmt of liabilities and assets of the several 
Banks, taken from their weekly statements, and they comprise in eai^ 
case a return of the notes and bills in circulation, the balances due to 
other Banks, and deposits with and without interest. The total average 
liabilities of the six Banks amount to £3,278,121, and the total average 
assets to £5,157,868, The following fable shows the total average assets 
and liabilities of all the Banks taken for the last quarter of each of the 
years mentioned: — 

ISei, 1866. 18TI, 18TS. 



Liabilities . 
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The annexed statement showa the position of each Bank as set fortii 
n the quarterly return of December, 1875 : — 
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1 the aboTS it appears that the amount of coin, bullion, and 
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Oovemment securities held, waa eleven per cent, of the aaaels ; antl the 
liabOities amounted to sixty-three pei cent, of the assets. 

The rate of interest allowed to depositors by the sevei»l Ilanlu 
during the past year varied as follows : — 

Interest on fiied depoeiU, at 30 days* notice, at £3 IDs. to £5. 

" " foi tbree months, and at 30 dajs' notice, £ i I Ob. to SS. 

" " for six months, £4 to £5. 

" " for twelve montbs, £i lOa. to £5. 

Special arrangements for particular lodgments. 
The course of exchange was as follows : — 

id during 1S75— 

, , . 1st q^uarter, I per cent, premiom 



leigliboriiig Colonies, at sight, let quarter, 



4th " i •• " 

On neighboring Colonies, at siglit .. 1st quarter, |, i per cent, discount 



rti 



The present (1875) rate of discount on local bills is— Under 65 days, 
8 per cent. ; 65 to 95 days, 8 per cent. ; 95 to 125 days, 9 to 10 per 
cent. ; and over 125 days, 10 per cent. 

SAVINGS BANKS. 

As evidencing the power of accumulation and thrifty habits of the 
industrial classes, it is only necessary to refer to the progress of one of 
the most popular of our local institutions — the SaTings Bank of South 
Australia. It was established in 1848, incorporated hy Act of Parlis- 
fnent, and is managed by a Board of Trustees appointed by the 
Governor. In addition to the Head Office, there are agenciefl 
established In thirty of the principal townships throughout the Colony, 
in connection with Telegraph and Money Order Offices, Deposits 
ate received in sums from One Shilling up to £500 ; but interest 
is only allowed up to £250. The rate of interest paid is now five 
pounds per cent, per annum. The following statement shows the 
operations and progress of the institution, at intervals, and gives a teir 
iodez of the position of the working classes who most largely avail them- 
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selves of tte facUities afforded by the bank for t 
small sums at a fair rate of interest. 



; safe mTestment of 



Yew. 


Kumlwr ol 
DepMltors 


depoidled. 


Amoont 
mthdrawa. 


Amonnt of 
Balaneei. 


Total 


1818 

1861 

1866 

1861 

1866 

1871 

1876 


2U 
732 
1,*69 
3,248 
7.679 
U,270 
22,662 


£ 
6,473 
15,224 
29,328 
65,373 
124,427 
237.063 
419,914 


£ 
1,180 
12,761 
27,142 
37,627 
U7,6U 
191,161 
393,686 


£ 
5,313 
14,340 
62,775 
121,414 
240,329 
490,844 
818,827 


£ 
6,414 
14,785 
67,060 
131,590 
266,700 
516,999 
846,276 



The total number of depositors last year was 22,662, the aretage sam 
at the credit of each being thirty-six pounds. The total deposits of the 
year amounted to £420,000, and the total funds of the institution 
to £845,276, invested chiefly in Government securities (£291,334) and 
■on mortgage of freehold property (£239,711). The Reserve Fund 
amounts to £23,448, In South Australia one in fen of the population 
-are depositors in Savings Banks, in New South Wales one in twenty, and 
in Victoria one in thirty. 

LAND AND ITS OCCUPATION. 

Excluding that portion of the Province known as the Northern Terri- 
tory, the total area of South Australia is about 383,328 square miles, or 
245,329,920 acres. It may be roughly estimated that not more than 
260,000 sauaie miles are at present put to profitable use. Agritul- 
turai settlement has not extended 150 miles from the coast, 
and pastoral occupation may be said to have reached no further than 
500 miles, although squatters have lately taken up large areas of 
land discovered by recent explorations, (lying chiefly on the route of 
the overland telegraph) and which are considered capable of carrying 
slock. Twenty-six counties have been proclaimed up to date, embracing 
40,967 square miles, or 26,218,880 acres. Of this large area only 
6,283,881 acres have been alienated from the Crown, amounting, never- 
theless, to thirty acres for every man, woman, and child in the Colony, 
or one hundred and twenty acres for each male adult. About one in 
every five acres of the alienated land is under tillage; the remainder 
is used for pastoral purposes only All Ijnd is surveyed by the 
Government prior to sale, and is divided into farms of extent varying 
irom eighty to sis hundred and forty acres, the necessary reserves being 
made for railways, public highways, watering of stock, &c. This land 
is thrown open for selection in large quantities— from 60,000 to 100,000 
acres being put up at one time. At present there is as much as half a 
milUon of acres of land surveyed and open for immediate selection. The 
total area of land held for pastoral purposes beyond the boundaries of 
the counties mentioned is estimated to be 188,000 square miles. 
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The following table shows the names of counties, their area, the 
quantity of land sold; and the acreage surveyed and open for selection: — 



Conaties. 




.„.,.™. 


DeeiJber" 


Extent dC 
Lmd 


HelecliDH. 




1,161 
97S 
848 
1,490 
1,627 

l!220 
2,000 
1,238 
1,404 
1,032 

!i 

2.016 
2,136 
1,856 
2,136 
I.S42 
1,612 
1,856 
1,944 
2,028 
2,347 
1,100 
1,6S0 


743,040 

626,560 

642,720 

903,800 

977,280 

921,600 

780,800 

1,280,000 

791,040 

898,660 

660,480 

869,520 

867,800 

1,130.880 

1,289,600 

1,386,400 

1,187,200 

1,367,040 

986,880 

1,031,680 

1,187,840 

1,244,160 

1,297,820 

1,502,080 

704,000 

1,076,200 


Acres. 
694,389 
438,687 
618,183 
773,300 
803,793 
39,793 
206,789 
304,424 
283,684 
269,384 
340,788 
337,443 
245,403 
217,473 

1,766 
167,498 
34,616 

1,234 
119,836 
336,922 
453,418 
100,979 

2,884 


313,010 
220,731 
372,398 
433,863 
178,464 
1,737 
41.061 
147,142 
62,016 
19,481 
507,311 
212,209 
138,203 
161,960 
320 
SO 

1,736 

86,097 

2,198 

794 

62.824 

239,662 

368,221 

67,863 

4,062 


Acrei. 

1,220 

27,652 

198 

29,873 

5,128 

9,414 
22.845 
77,636 
68,112 
39,363 
38,362 
87,663 
61,796 

2,279 

18,693 
829 

16,166 

9,286 
11,362 
44,873 


Gawler 

Light 

Stanley 

Victoria 

Simberley 

DalhQusie 


»»ir^ 


Hamlev 






BnckiDgham 

Cardwell 


Grey , 

Flittdeia 


Total 


40,987 


26,218,880 


8,283,414 
2,238 


3,323,323 
362 


569,728 


FastoTEil Districts .... 
Graod total ..., 


40,987 


26,218,880 j 6,286,662 


3,323,674 


669,728 



At the close of 1875 of the total areaof l&nd alienated from the Crown, 
namely 6,283,881 acres, 4,634,549 acres had been purchased in fee 
simple for cash, and 1,649,332 acres under the system of deferred pay- 
ments. The demand for land during the past twelvemonths was very 
great, being more considerable than in any previous year, amounting 
to 686,050 acres as compared with 424,130 acres in 1874. Of this 
quantity 130,079 acres have been sold for cash, realizing £175,067; 
655,971 acres were taken up by selectors who agreed to pay on the 
expiry of their terra of credit £764,140, paying a deposit of £76,423, 
■which is treated as interest during the term of agreement. With regard 
to the 130,079 acres of land sold for cash during the year, which as has 
heen stated realized £175,067, it will he understood that 351 acres were 
town lands, averaging £33 an acre, or £13 per acre more than the price 
realized for town lands in the previous year; that 6,701 acres were subuz- 
ban lands which realized an average price of £2 17b. per acre, and the le- 
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inuiider was country land, the average price of which (where the land — 
namely, 28,337 acres— was sold outright at a fixed price) was £1 Os. IJd., 
or IJd. per acre ahove the upset price of one pound. 8G,784 of the. acres 
-which have been sold on credit, and the purchase of which is now com- 
pleted, realized £1 4s. 7d. an acre, or 4s. 7d. ahove the upset price of 
one pound. 

Turning to the sales of Crown Lands on credit during the year 1875, 
and which have been stated as amounting lo 555,971 acres, 51 6,640 acres 
■were selected by agriculturists who entered into an agreement to reside 
upon tlie land either personally or by a servant, and to carry out the 
necessary conditions of improvement and cull ivation— agreeing to pay on 
the average £1 7s. 6d. per acre at the termination of their agreement, when 
tkey would become entitled to the fee simple of the land. Selections 
"which had been taken up previously and bad been forfeited either volun- 
- tarily or by reason of neglect in carrying out the requirements of the 
Act, were re-selected to the extent of 25,387 acres, and the average 
price agreed to be paid by the new holders was £1 10s. 8d. per acre. 

The following table shows the number of acres sold on credit since 
the introduction of the existing land system and the agregate amount ti> 
Ik paid on the termination of the agreements :~- 

1871 "afl.saa"' £372,536 

1872 290,967 397,28* 

1873 279,012 «5,486 

1874 352,188 696,095 

1875 585,971 754,140 

Total £1,777,498 £2,566,544 

The total quantity of land taken up during the five years since the 
Act has been in operation is 1,777,498 acres, for which £2,565,644 wa« 
agreed to be paid. Of this amount £2,406,251 still remains on credit 
awMting the termination of the agreements. 

The following are the principal provisions of the Land Act of 1872 : — 
•' All waste lands, other than township and suburban, have a fixed value 
put upon them by the Commissioner of Crown Lands, not less than £1 
per acre. In improved or reclaimed lands the cost per acre of the 
improvements and reclamation is added to the upset price of £1 per acre. 
Those lands which have been open for selection, or which have been 
offered at auction, and neither selected nor sold, may at the end of five 
years be offered for sale in blocks of not more than 3,000 acres, on lease 
for ten years, at an annual rental of not less than 6d. per acre, with a right 
of purchase at any time during the currency of the lease at £1 per acre, 
" When any lands are declared open for selection, by proclamation in 
the Oovernjnent Qazelte, at a fixed price, a day is appomted for receiving 
applications for sections, not to exceed in the aggregate 640 acres, or one 
square mile. The person making the application shall pay at the time 
a deposit of ten per cent, on the fixed price, which sum shall be taken as 
payment of three years' interest in advance upon the purchase money. 
If the price of the land is £100, the selector would have to pay a deposit 
of £1«, which will he all he will be required to pay the Government for 
lliree 7eai»— about three and three-quarters per cent, per annum. "" 
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the end of three years he will have to pay another ten per cent., wMcli 
will also he received as interest for the next three years. If at the end 
<o{ six years he is not prepared to pay the whole of the purchase money, 
he can obtain other four years' credit on payment of half the purchase 
zQoney, and interest in advance on the other half, at the rate of four per 
cent, per annum. Lands which have been open for selection two years 
and not taken up, may be purchased for cash. The scrub lands may 
■also be taken up on very favorable terms, on long leases. 

" A credit selector may reside on his land either gersonally or by sub- 
stitute. The personal resident, however, has advantages which he who 
lesides by deputy has not. In cases of simultaneous applications for the 
aame block, the personal resident has the preference over the other ; and 
at the end of five years, the selector who has resided on the land and 
made all the required improvements and complied with all the conditions 
may, by paying his purchase money, obtain the fee-simple of his selection. 
The selector who occupies by substitute cannot get the freehold until the 
end of six years. 

" Purchasers upon credit will be required to reside, either personally 
cr by deputy, upon the land at least nine months in the year ; and 
absence for any longer time than three months in one year renders the 
agreement Hable to forfeiture. 

" The credit purchaser will he required to make substantial improve- 
ments upon the land before the end of the second year, to the extent of 
5a, per acre ; before the end of the third year, 7s. 6d. per acre ; before 
the end of the fourth year, lOs per acre. ' Such improvements to con- 
sist of all or any of the following, that is to say : — Erecting a dwelling- 
house or larm building, sinking wells, constructing water tanks or 
reservoirs, putting up fencing, draining, or clearing or grubbing the said 
land.' The fences must be of a substantial character. 

" The credit purchaser is required, during each year until the purchase 
money is paid off, to plough and have under cultivation at least one-fifth 
of the land ; hut in the event of his not cultivating this quantity during the 
first year, he wUl be required to cultivate two-fifths during the second year." 

The diagram A shows at a glance the progress made in settlement and 
agriculture during the last twenty-five years. 

AGRICULTURE. 

Where over four-tenths of the male population of a community are 
engaged in farming pursuits, the necessity for collecting authentic 
information regarding the progress of agriculture is sufiiciently apparent. 
For many years past the annual statistics collected on this subject have 
afibrded a mass of records, the value of which every year becomes greater. 

The Special Commissioner of the Crown Colonies at the Vienna 
Exhibition (Mr. William Robinson, now Governor of the Bahamas)— 
in reporting to the Imperial Government, said : — " Of all the British 
Colonies, South Australia exhibits the most striking picture at pre- 
sent of farming industry, and on the whole seems to be the place 
where, good as the laborer's condition may be elsewhere, he has, by 
prudence and industry, the best chance of rising in the social scale, and 
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lecoming in his turn the employer of lahor," and further, " the yeomanry 
vbo have found a home in South Australia, and who are at once tillers of 
the Boii and employers of labor, are more than any one class the real 
bone and sinew of the Colony ; and the industry which has bo widely 
covered the land with farms, homesteads, tillage, and fencing of every 
description, haa probably never been equalled in its result in any I3ritish 
Colony in the same number of years by the same amount of population. 
It is by the spread of agriculture that the greatest amount <>' industrial 
prosperity haa been created, and the real settlement of the country most 
effectually accomplished," An analysis of the statistics of the last fifteen 
years abundantly proves the soundness of Hia Eseellency'a judgment. 

The area of land alienated in South Auatraha is 6,283,881 acres, or 
120 acres for each male adult. Of this area 1,330,484 acres are under 
cultivation, showing a result of one in every 4'3 acres of purchased land 
to be under tillage. There are sis and a-half acres of cultivated land 
for each individual of the population, equal to twenty-eight acres for 
each adult male, or sixty acres for each person returned at the last 
census as engaged on farms. The foUosving table exhibits very clearly 
the operation of the new land system, as regarda settlement and cultiva- 
tion, since its inauguration in 1871 : — 
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i8;o-7i. 


1871-2. 


19;j-3. 


la,^. 


ISM-.. 


Addeide 


181,360 


177,808 


171,616 


169,378 


166.360 


Gawler 


169,756 


179,192 


107,193 


193,003 




ligbt 


248,400 


a62.S26 


264,624 


251,961 


245,491 








167,603 
79,639 




154.494 


Tiotoria 


6,697 


20.263 


tl6,9Bl 


Kimberley 






931 


2,064 


7,760 








1,894 




29,497 


Ferguseon .......... 


1,412 


6,796 


10.731 


26,789 


38,744 


d4 


16,335 


24,869 


43,231 


13.166 


98,246 
















77,686 


73,911 


63,926 


61,153 


64,942 


Sturt 


40,107 


34,221 


37,782 


43,679 


36,767 


Eyre 


27.648 


27,937 


87.685 


37,863 


4-5,790 


Surra 


11,416 


18,103 


19.865 


23,981 


24,943 










16 


11 




7,946 


1 
8.231 


11,603 


12.686 


13.691 


EusteU 


Cardwell 






463 


1.682 


2,763 


26i 


229 


160 


131 


290 


MacDooneU 


2,922 


4.163 


e.636 


6,767 


4,93S 




6,924 
41,168 
4,210 
1,016 






B.-M7 


8,673 

10,313 

4,903 

772 






36,812 
4,612 

933 




4.427 
1,066 


4,637 
759 




Paitorid Dirtiicl 

Total 




229 


372 


221 


164 


BS0,OOS 


1,044,668 


1,164,840 


1,225,073 


1,810,48* 
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About two-thirds of the total aiea cultivated is cropped with wheat, of 
which cereal 839,638 acres were reaped last year, yielding an aggregate of 
9,862,693 bushels, the largest quantity yet produced in the Colony. The 
crop was a fair average one, of escellent quality, and considering the 
scarcity of farm labor, was safely and early secured. It is important to 
note that whilst the area of wheat grown has increased more than one 
hundred per cent, during the last ten years, the population has only in- 
creased thirty per cent. 

The harvest now being gathered is expected to produce twelve million 
bushels, which will permit of an export of over 230,000 tons of bread- 
stuffs, after providing for own requirements. 

Annexed is a statement showing the total area of land under cultiva- 
tioD, the acreage under wheat, the gross produce of the harvest, and the 
average yield per acre at intervals of five years : — 



Scseon. 


cJS^. 


Acres ander 


Product, 
Wleu.' 


ACCB. 


1860-61 


428.816 
660,689 
969,006 
1,330,484 


273,672 

604i76I 
839,638 


BuheU. 
8,376,603 
3,687,800 
6,961,161 
9,862,693 


Bush. lbs. 
13 4 
8 11 
11 30 
11 « 









With regard to the comparatively low averse yield above shown, it 
must he borne in mind, in jud^^ng of the relative productiveness of the 
soil of South Australia as compared with that of other countries, that a 
great portion of the land has been sown with wheat continuously for many 
successive years without manure or rest, and being in the hands df 
small proprietors, has received only the minimum of cultivation. This, of 
course, tends to reduce the general average ; but there are many districta 
where farming is carried on on a large scale, and with proper appliances, 
where the yield of this cereal is from ten to fifteen bushels per acre 
beyond the average shown above. 

As evidence of the high quality of the South Australian grain, it may 
be mentioned that the prize wheat exhibited at the Agricultural Shows 
^luring the past ten years, has averaged 661bs. weight to the Imperial 
bushel. 

In 1865-6 there were 423,881 acres imder grain, viz., wheat, barley, 
oats, ajid peas, and in 1874-5 there were 660,475 acres ; so that within 
llie period specified the acreage so occupied was more than doubled. 

Under other crops, fiax, bay, potatoes, orchard, garden, vineyard, and 
fiOlow land, there were 229,182 acres in 1865-6, and 442,933 in 1874-fi, 
«r nearly double. The total quantity under cultivation at the earlier 
date was 660,569, and at the later, 1,330,484, or more than double the 
awcage. The extent of land now under hay cultivation is 160,931. 
and of fallow land, 264,327 acres. In 1858, only eighteen years after the 
ere 89,945 acres of land under wheat 
410,608; and iu 1874-5, no lew thsn 



Province was founded, there 
culture; in 1865-6, there wei 
aS9,638 acres. 
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The following table shows the extent of land imder cultivation, and 
«ach description of crop, at quinqennial intervalfl since 1860-1 : — 



C«pB. 




r^unlo^Cu, 


.„».^T. 


u. 


1860^1. 


iSBj-a. 


187(^1. 


»V4-.. 


ForGram- 

Wheat 

Barley 


!73,672 
11,336 
2,273 

■2,m 

1,726 
1,836 

684 
65,818 
2,348 
2,147 
S,SIO 
3,180 
67,696 


410,608 

9,362 

2,872 

969 

2,5U 

1.424 
8,408 

1,372 
101,998 
2,776 
2,664 
3,919 
6,629 
110,037 


604.761 
22,912 
6.188 
3,719 

2,600 

3,44 S 

3,712 

829 
140,316 
3,376 
2,763 
4,346 
6,131 
163,723 


839,638 
13,724 
2,786 
4,328 

1,117 

6,698 

19,260 

274 

434 

169,031 

4,682 

3,077 

4,267 

6,0S1 

264,327 




Fot ffieen Forage— 

Whpnt, Barle;-, Oats, &o 


tuceme 

Permanent irtifleial Graeses . . 
Fki 
















*28,8lfl 


.660,669 


969,006 


1,530,484 





Vine culture is an important and progressive industry. There are 
6,050 acres of land devoted to this purpose, the total number of vines 
being 5,155,988, of which 4,874,507 are in bearing. The produce of 
these vineyards for the year ended March, 1875, was 648,186 gallons of 
wine, about one hundred and thirty gallons per acre. 

The suitability of the soil and climate of South Australia to the growth 
of vine was soon discovered by the early settlers, some of whom had 
brought from Europe a variety of high class vine cuttings. The slopes 
cff the lulls produce wines of a full-bodied character similar to those 
of Spain and Portugal, whilst those made in the more elevated districts 
resemble the lighter wines of the Rhine. Whilst the local demand ia 
fully supplied at very cheap rates, a considerable export trade in wines 
of a higher character is carried on, and which might be increased to 
a great extent but for obatructive fiscal laws. Whilst the lower class 
wines of the Continent are admitted to the ports of the Mother Country 
at a minimum rate of duty, the Customs dues charged upon superior 
vaatB from Australia are so high as to be almost prohn)itory. 

That the wines of South Australia are, as a rule, of a high character, 
is proved by the fact that they have always been awarded prizes at the 
several Great International Exhibitions. 

The introduction of flax-growing into the ordinary toutinB of farm 
operations, has been followed by considerable success. The prices realized 
for this commodity in the European markets have been very encouraging. 
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Considerable attention has also been paid to the manufacture of pre~ 
served fruits, and the drying of raisins and currants. This branch of 
induatty is rapidly progressing, and whilst it now goes far to supply 
local requirements, will probably soon deielop into an export trade. 

Almond trees are of rapid growth, and large quantities of a superior 
description of soft shell almond are gathered yearly for home consump- 
tion and for shipment. 

South Austraha posseasea all the conditions requisite for the suc- 
cessful and profitable culmre of the olive. This tree, like the vine, 
was early introduced into the Colony, and its growth and productive- 
ness have been so remarkable that large plantations have been established 
and stocked with the best Continental varieties. Olive oil of the most 
delicate character baa been expressed, and gained awards at the various 
Exhibitions. Its purity and general superiority over the imported 
article of commerce, has acquired for it a first position in the market. 
The produce of the plantations is eagerly purchased by persona who 
have entered upon the business of the manufacture of oil. It may be 
stated, as showing the importance which is attached to the cultivation of 
the olive, as of the mulberry (of which several plantations of the moat 
Buitahle kinds exist for the development of sericulturej, the almond, vine, 
orange, fig, and hop, that the land laws provide that the planting and 
cultivation of one acre of land with any of these trees, shall be equiva- 
lent to the cultivation of six acres of cereals. 

Orchards, gardens, and vineyards abound, and, in short, the variety 
and excellence of the fruits and vegetables produced in the Colony 
cannot be surpassed. The climate and soil enables the productions of 
temperate and tropical regions to he cultiiated almost side by side, and 
throughout the year ; and offers an unlimited field of profitable occupa- 
tion in connection with ordinary farmkig pursuits. 

PASTORAL OCCUPATION. 

Notwithstanding the large area of land lately alienated from the- 
Crown, and the extension of agricultural operations, the acreage of land 
taken up for squatting purposes and the increase in the number of 
flocks and herds have been very considerable. All descriptions of stock, 
whether horses, cattle, or sheep, have thriven and increased rapidly. 

Of late years the enclosure and sub-division of runs (enabling the 
sheep to roam at will during the whole year) has been found to pro- 
duce greatly improved results, both as regards the quality of the stock 
and of the wool. Large numbers of sheep are owned by settlers, who 
advantageously combine sheep-farming wilh agriculture. 

Some conception of the growth of the pastoral interest may be formed 
from the fact that whilst in 1861 the total area of land leased from the 
Croivn for pastoral purpises was 1 5,000 square miles, at the present 
time there are no less than 200,000 square miles in occupation. During- 
the same period the number of horses have increased from 6,500 to 
93,000; of homed catUe from 75,000 to 185,000; and of sheep from. 
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1,000,000 to over 6,000,000, whilst the exports of wool hare increased 
feom 4,000 to U8,000 bales. 

The following table shows the progressive increase in horses, cattle, 
and sheep, at each quinquennial period between 1 856 and 1873 : — 



,,„. 


Hon««. 




Sbeep. 




22,360 
S2,697 
70,829 
78,125 
93,122 


272,746 
265,434 
123,820 
143,463 
185,342 


1,962,460 
3,038,366 
3,011,610 
4,412,066 
6,120,211 


1861 




1876 



With reference to the slight comparative increase in cattle it should be 
noted that more profitable results are found to accrue from the breeding 
of sheep than from great cattle. The latter pursuit is more extensively 
followed in the neighboring coioniea. 

During the last ten years the average price of first-class fat bullocks 
has averaged £14 lOs., and of fiist-class fat wethers 15a. per head. 

The enclosure of the sheep tuns, the formation of dams and reservoirs 
in which largo bodies of water can be stored, and the sinking of wells 
ate the most important improvements required, and are those to which 
the greatest attention is now being paid. By these means an immense 
area of land has been opened up, and stocked with both sheep and cattle. 

Almost limitless tracts of country bordering on the transcontinental 
telegraph Hne. as well as land laid open by recent explorations, are 
awaiting pastoral occupation. 

MANUFACTURES. 

A few years ago, flour mills and tanneries were almost the only repre- 
sentatives of local manufactures ; whilst these have largely increased 
in number and efficiency, many important additions have been made 
to the list. The following is a statement of the more important ; some 
are conducted on an extensive scale, and, from the constantly increasing 
number of hands employed, manufacturing industry generally would 
appear to he in a highly flourishing state. It will be noticed that most 
of the industries mentioned have their raw material at hand in the 
produce of the country, and are for that reason much more likely to be 
permanent in their character. 

Milling is a very important branch of trade, over seventy-five 
thousand tons of flour having been exported during the past year. There 
are eighty-five steam flour mills in the Province, with 1,600 horse-power, 
driving 275 pairs of atones. 

Four me at -pre serving establishments are in operation, and there are 
eight boiUng-down works. 

Sixty tanneries and fellmongeries, and several large wool-washing 
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works, are cliatributed throughout the coimtty ; ten soap and candid 
factories ; five bone-dust mills ; and two glue and eize works. 

Thirty-one steam saw mills, twenty-seven foundries, eighty-sis agricul- 
tural implement works (chiefly for reaping an4 winnowing machines), 
and twenty-nine coach and waggon-builders' shops arc in active work. 

In addition to live patent slips, there ate eight ship and twelve boat- 
building yards. 

Several marble, and sisfeen slate quarries of excellent quality, and 
over one hundred building- stone quarries, have been opened, of which 
latter nineteen are free-stone, a superior description being largely 
used in public and private buildings. There are seventy brickyards in 
operation (including sii for fire-hricksj, sixty limekilns, and sevea 
potteries. and tile and pipe works. 

The gasworks of the Colony are eight in number, of which two are- 
for the supply of the City of Adelaide and suburbs, one is at Port 
Adelaide, and the remaining five are in the principal country towns. 

Besides one woollen tweed factoiy, there are six clothing factories, four 
hat factories, twelve boot and shoe factories, and four dye works. There 
ate also three flax mills, three rope walks, and two brush manufactories 
at work. 

There are twenty-nine breweries ; thirty sodawater and cordial 
factories; one hundred and two wine-making establishments ; ten biscuit 
bakeries ; fen jam and presen-es, and seven confectionary manufactories ; 
flix dried fruits and three olive oil factories, and one ice-works. 

Among other miscellaneous local productions and manufactures, 
are the following:— Barilla, billiard tabic, baking powder, blacking, 
cayenne pepper, cement, cigars, fibre, glass bottles, plaster of Paris, 
washing machines, sauces and pickles, salt, safety-fuze, gas stoves, iron 
safes, bedsteads, galvanized iron, and tinware. 

IMPOET AND EXPORT TRADE. 

The expansion of commerce and the development of the material 
resources of South Australia are clearly exhibited in the returns under 
the above head. Although able, as large agricultural and pastoral 
producers, to supply ourselves with the greater portion of the neces- 
saries of life, we are dependent upon Great Britain and foreign markets 
for a considerable number of articles which enter into general con- 
sumption. 

The total value of the imports and exports to and from each country, 
exhibiting the balance of trade, is shown in the subjoined table. 
The combined import ajid export trade of 1875 amounted to £9,000,000 
sterling, of which £4,200,000 were imports, and £4,800,000 exports, 
showing a balance in favor of South Australia of £600,000. The total 
external trade averaged £45 per head of the population, or £175 for 
each adult male. The imports amounted to £20 per head of the 
population, and the exports to £24 ; or taking the adult male population 
as the basis of the calculation, the imports amounted to £80, and the 
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' impotta of £16 per adult 
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£ 

2,S8i,fi7£ 

822,6^0 

477,147 

36,347 

9,406 

22,888 

40,272 

36,969 

3,072 

1,133 

5M3 

86,743 

6.228 

28.379 

21,687 

28,502 

SI 

82,633 

63,068 

40,061 


£ 

2,612,817 

8fi2,71fi 

689,115 

62,372 

44,116 

, 216,800 

2,794 

30,679 

4,187 

137,018 

44.44G 

38,732 

241 

10 

46,31S 

e 

10^683 

3^000 

70 


£ 

37,479 

6,289 

67,011 

4,984 
28.339 
21,687 
2S,S02 

83,924 
68,068 
20,477 


£ 
231.U3 

30,064 
211,967 
26,025 
84,709 
193,912 

216 

13G,8S6 
38,792 

40,234 
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M.nritiii« 

HwKKong 

Canada 




China 


Sweden aai Norway 








£4,203,802 


£4,806,061 


£360,761 


£962,010 





-Of the total imports, £4,203,802 ia value, more than one-half, -viz., 
£2,381,673 came from ths United Kingdom, £882,660 from Victoria, 
£4?7,H7 from New South Wales. £214,645 from Foreign States, and 
■the remainder from various British possessions. 

Of the total exports, £4,80S,051 value, products representing 
£2,612,817 were exported to the Mother Country. £852,715 to Victoria, 
£689,115 to New South Wales, £68,977 to Foreign States, and the 
remainder to other British possessions. 

The f(dlowing taWe shows the total imports and exports for the yeurs 
«tated : — 

Impost a^'d Expobt Tbaob. 
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ToMl. 


Importa. 


Eiporte. 
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£ 


£ 


1861 


1,292,604 


690,777 


602,087 




3,032,269 


1,366,629 


1.685,740 




4,008,329 


1,976,018 






6,698,879 


2,836,142 


2.868,737 




6,740,419 


2,168,022 


3,682,397 




B,008,g63 


4,203,802 


4,806,061 
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Since 18SI, the commerce of the Colony has mcre&sed seven-fold — 
from £1,292,864 to £9,008,653 sterling. This ia clearly shown in 
Diagram B. The last fire years have shown a rapid espanaioa, trade 
having increased from £5,740,419 to £9,008,653, or by sixty per cent. 

The following table shows for each of the past ten years the total 
impart and export trade, the total imports sliowing the home consumption 
and re-exportations ; also, the total exports, distinguishing those of the 
produce of the Colony, and showing the balances of produce exported 
over imports consumed ; — 
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In order further to illustrate the description of our external trade, 
flie following statements are appended, showing respectively the 
quantities or values of the chief articles imported and exported in the 
five years ending with 1874: 

Impobtb— Chief Abticlbs, 1870 — 1874. 
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Exports— Chibt Abticlkb, 1870—1874. 
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STAPLE PRODUCTS. 

It wUl be necessary, Lowever, to refer more particularly to the chief 
sources of the material wealth of the country, which may be classified 
under the heads of agricultural, pastoral, and raining produce. Th« 
following ahstract shows the progress made in the exports of staple 
products from 1851 to the present time, staled at intervals of five years:— 

STAPLB PRODVtl 



Y«.... 


T..a. 






MidtnU. 




£ 
540,982 
1,398,887 
1,838,689 
2,639,723 
3,289,861 
4,442,100 


£ 
73,369 
566,371 
712,789 
646,401 
1.263,429 
1,680,996 


£ 
148,036 
412,163 

823,007 
990,173 
1,170,886 
1,833,619 


£ 

310.916 
408,042 
462,172 
824,601 
648,«e9 
762,386 








1871 





From the foregoing statement, it appears that out of £4,442,100 
worth of staple produce, the value of hreadstuffa amounted to £1.680,996, 
or thirty-ais per cent, of the whole ; that wool represemed £1,833,519, or 
forty-two per cent. ; and copper £762,386, or twenty-eight per cent. ; the 
balance of £165,199, or four per cent, being miscellaneouB products. 

BE-EADSTfUFFS. — The exports of wheat, flour, and other breadBtufis, 
constitute thirty-six per cent, of the total exports of South Australian 
produce, and haye increased from a total value of £73,000 in 1851, to- 
£1,680,000 in 1875. The exports of breadstuffa during the laat twelve 
months were as follows :— Flour, 76,209 tons, value £819,395; wheat, 
479,682 quartera, value £831,266; and bran and pollard, 5,512 tons, 
▼alued at £27,888, or together a total of £1,678,549 aterling. 

The following table exhibits the remarkable development of this, 
the most important branch of local industry. Giving the quantities 
exported, wUl prove more useful than a statement merely showing the 
Talue, and furnish a more correct basis upon which to estimate the 
extent of substantial progress made by the agriculturiata during the 
past decade : — 



1868 

1867 
1S68 
1B69 
1870 
1871 
1872 
1373 
1874 
1876 



67,170 
68,636 
76,209 



3,274 
1,787 
2,847 
2,167 
3,816 
2,220 
1,477 
2,461 
£,612 



to. 

46,766 
301,643 

56,876 
106,031 

47,079 
31E,054 
167,678 
479,702 
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The total exports of colonial produce in breadstuffe and grain during 
the period referred to, vfas— of flour, 440,989 tons, of the value of 
£5,698,081 ; of wheat, 2,270,909 quarters, of the value of £4,466,549 ; 
and of bran and pollard, 28,121 tons, of the value of £146,797. Dia- 
gram C shows the prices of wheat at Port Adelaide in each month during 
the past ten years. 

.' The quality of South Auatjalian wheat and flour is of such excellence 
BB to command the highest price in the markets of the world. The 

freat bulk of the crop is shipped to the United Kingdom, the daily 
actuations in whose markets are made known here by telegram. 
New South Wales, Queensland, Cape Town, Mauritius, New Caledonia, 
and several Eastern ports also receive considerable consignments of 
South Australian flour. 

The hiirvest of 1875-6— now in course of being garnered— is expected 
to yield 230,000 tons of breadatufis beyond local requirements for 
food and seed ; or an excess available for export, of the value of two and 
a quarter millions sterling. 

Wool,. — That Pastoral pursuits are being conducted with great success 
in South Australia, is illustrated by the statement furnished below, 
showing the export of wool during the last ten years. 
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Tolnl Value. 


1866 


Lba. 

19,739,523 
19,360,196 
28,899,190 
27,022.671 
24,169,356 
31,250.677 
33.709.717 
32,967,941 
35,593,806 
39,723,249 


Lbs. 
1,168,563 
3,283,587 

730,335 
3,610,141 
2.049,028 
1,405,760 

940,914 
3,005,493 
4.250,219 
4,785,423 


61,977 
66,396 
86,913 
87.160 
87,394 
07,532 
100,017 
106,306 
114,843 
12G.046 


Lba. 
20,908,086 
22,633,792 
29,629,625 
30,622,812 
26,218.28* 
32.666,427 
34,660.631 
35,973,434 
39,844,024 
44,508,674 


£ 
1,064,486 
1,144,341 
1,346,323 
1,128,668 
1,000,344 
1,360,689 
1,692.609 
1,808,622 
1,998.939 
2,066,227 










1872 

1873 

1874 

1875 



It will be remarked that the export of wool has increased fifty per cent. 
during the past five years, and doubled during the decade. The total 
Talue of South Australian wool shipped in 1856 was £412,163 ; in 1866 
£990,173 ; and in 1875 if reached £1.833,519 steiHng. 

The aggregate number of bales shipped last year was 126,046, as 
against 87.394 in 1870, and 61,977 in 1866. 

Considering the vast extent of avwlable territory at present unoccupied 
in South Australi't, there would appear to be little doubt that the esfra- 
ordinary progress already made in the production of wool ^vill steadily 
continue. The excellent quality of the staple, the great suitability of the 
climate giving almost complete immunity from scab, fluke, and other 
ctiseases peculiar to sheep, taken together with the security of tenure 
enjoyed by the pastoral leasees, conduce to the rapid development of 
tills profitable industry. 
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CoppEB. — Soath Australia owes no little of its prosperity to the 
employment of a large number of its people, directly and indirectly, in 
the working of her copper mines, several of which, whilst supporting & 
very considerable section of the colonists, have been exceedingly pro- 
fitable to the proprietors. The principal mines are the Buna, the Wal- 
laroo, and the Moonta. From the first of these, 215,000 tons of ore 
were raised during thirty-one years from the commencement of operatioua, 
producing four millionB sterling. The total amount expended by the com- 
pany was £1,982,000, of which £1,568,000 represented wages, the gross 
profits being £882,000. Since the opening of the Wallaroo Mines, 
the total quantity of ore raised therefrom has been 290,000 tone, 
and the average of the past five years has been 26,000 tons. 
The Moonta mines were discovered in 1861, since which year 255,000 
tons of ore have been rmsed, realizing £2,760,000. A profit of £928,000 
has been divided amongst the shareholders of this magnificent property. 

In 1844, shortly after the discovery of copper in South Australia, 
the total value of the minerals exported was £6,436; in 1851 it reached 
to £310,916, in 1861 it amounted to £454,172, in 1871 to £648,569, 
and in 1875 to £762,386. 

The following table exhibits the steady productiveness of South 
Australian mines, distinguishes the quantity of fine copper shipped froni 
the quantity of ore exported in its crude state, and gives the estimated 
value of each : — 



..„. 


Fine Copper. 


Copper Ore. 


?S^». 




C«U. 


£ 


Tons. 


£ 


£ 


1866 


129,27i 


684,609 


16,824 


225,683 


824,601 


1867 


130,863 


627,384 


11,430 


113,409 


763,413 


IBE8 


104,S27 


400,691 


20,726 


207,619 


624.022 


1669 


92,788 


371,566 


26,835 


260,269 


627,152 


1870 


109.421 


394,019 


20,886 


173,861 


674,090 


lS7t 


127.911 


518,080 


20,127 


119,903 


6(8,569 


1872 


H9,050 


6SU,714 


26,084 


122,020 


806,364 


1873 


141,744 


635,131 


27,383 


133.371- 


770,590 


1874 


132,587 


557,308 


22,8.14 


136,530 


700,323 


1875 


136,835 


fi78,06S 


26,436 


175,101 


762,386 



The smelling works in conne.'sion with these mines are of a very ex- 
tensive and cosily character, employing a large amount of skilled labor. 

Miscellaneous PnonrcTs. — In addition to the chief staples above 
referred to, a i*ariety of minor articles of produce are annually exported, 
last year amounting in the aggregate to the value of £174,634, including 
the following principal items, viz. : Tallow, 25,670cwt , £38,511 value; 
Preserved Meats, l,269,8201bs, £28,241; Leather, £4,410; Hides and 
Skins, £16,139; Wine, 59,174 gallons, £19,240; Bark, 2,650 tons, 
£14,552; Eggs. £7,987; Dried and Fresh Fruits, £4,977; Jams and 
Preserves, £3,216; Potatoes, 735 toni, £3,178; Soap, 1,533 cwt., 
£1.804; Salt, 80 tons; Gum, £1,261; SUte, £1,253 ; and other article* 
of less value. 
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SHIPPIXG. 

The rapid growth of the external commerce of South AuBtralia 
necessitates the employment of a largely-increased amount of shipping — 
as will he seen from the following returns. No less than 844 vessels 
entered inwards in 1875, of a total capacity of 316,823 tons, and 'svith 
-crews numheiing ld,644men; giving a daOy average of 1,000 tons register 
for every working-day throughout the year. Of ninety-five vessels, having 
an aggregate carrying capacity of 5O,U0O Ions, lately in Port Adelaide on 
one day, were the following ; —Steamers—one of 1 ,300 tons, three between 
400 and 550 tons, and three under 250 tons; ships and barques — one of 
2,128 tons, one of 1,777 tons, six of 1,000 to 1,500 tons, nineteen between 
500 and 1,000 tona, and twenty-five between 200 and 500 tons — besides 
«ight fatigs, twelve schooners, and sixteen coasters. The subjoined 
abstracts relate only to vessels arriving at or departing from South 
Australian porta from or to oihfr countries, and is exclusive of a large 
number of steam and sailing vessels employed solely in the coasting 
trade of the Colony, 

The following figures represent the aggregate number of vessels 
inwards and outwards, and the total registered tonnage, in the years 
specified: — 
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It will be noted that the increase in the shipping during the last five 
years baa amounted to no less than seventy per cent. In addition to the 
chief port of the Colony (Port Adelaide), at which twB-thirds of the 
foreign shipping trade is carried on, there are many outporta from which 
there is a direct export trade with other countries. It has been elsewhere 
mentioned that the configuration of the coast-line, and the numerous 
shipping ports, enable vessels of considerable tonnage to be laden with 
wheat, wool, and other produce of the adjacent districts within a short 
distance of the place of production. 
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The following table ahows the sliippmg biiamess done at each of \heaff 
porta: — 
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ITiB above return includes the number of steamers arriving at and 
departing from ports on the River Murray, the arrivals numbering 
eighty-sis and the departures niaety-eight, during the year. 

THE EIVEB MURRAY TRADE. 

South Australian enterprise opened the Eiver Murray to navigation in 
1853, aa well as, at a later period, its great tributaries the Sarhng and the 
Murrumhidgee. Since the opening of these rivers the whole of that 
immense tract of pastoral country known aa Itiverina has been heavily 
stocked, producing now about two hundred thousand bales of wool 
annually. The Murray is navigable for a distance of 2,000 miles from its 
mouth at Goolwa. The Darling, from its junction at Wentworth, ia 
navigable to Fort Bourke 800 miles, and for a short period, some SOO 
miles further into Queensland. The Murrumhidgee, entering the Murray 
some 300 miles from Wentworth, is navigable to "Wagga, a distance of 
700 miles, to which toivn railway communication with Sydney will 
shortly be extended. Forty steamers and fifty barges are occupied in 
the trade. At present, the larger portion of the upper river traffic is 
diverted up-stream to Echuca, and thence by railway to Melbourne, 
owing to special inducements held out by the Victorian Government, 
who convey wool over that line at less than cost. As, however, 
the natural advantages of dowu'Stream navigation are so great, saving 
£2 or £3 per ton in freight, os compared with the railway route, there 
is little doubt that the bulk of the carrying trade will eventually revert to 
South Australia. Surveys are being made, and proceedings taken for 
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opeiung the Mtirraj Mouth to large vessela, alongside which the river 
Ixials will then discharge. 

RAILWAYS. 

Including those just approaching completion, there are three hundred 
and seventy-one miles of railway in South Auatraha, three hundred miles 
of which are worked by locomotives. The following table shows tha 
length of the several lines and their termini : — 
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The cost of construction of the lines at present in working has 
been £1,155,267, They are single lines, of five feet three inch gauge. 
Sixty miles are laid with rails eisty-five pounds to the yard, and the 
Temaiudet with rails of forty pounds to the yard. In addition, the 
cost of rolling stock and other plant amounted to £221,918, making 
a total of £1,S37,185. The cost of construction, exclusive of tolling 
stock, was, for the Adelaide and Port Railway, £17,433 per mile; for 
the Kapunda Railway, £11,191; and for the extension to the Burra, 
j65,072. The rolling stock on the Government lines consists of the 
following ; — Twenty-nine locomotives, fifty-one passenger carrii^es, and 
six hundred and thirty-three goods waggons of all descriptions. 

The estimated cost of the one hundred and forty-six miles approaching 
completion is £667,000 — the average cost being £4,600 per mile. 

Up to the close of 1874, the total receipts amounted to £1,772,376 ; 
the working expenses to £1,066,937, reconstruction to £104,147, and 
maintenance to £420,500, leaving a balance of £180,789 to profit. 

The receipts for the year 1S74 amounted to £132,806, and the expen- 
diture to £124,610, showing a balance of £S,196 towards meeting 
interest on cost of constiuctioQ. 
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The following statement shows the arooant of goods and passenger 

traffic, and the total receipts at intervals of five years : — 
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■ITie mileage run by trains in 1866 was 128,957; in 1871, 276,I31| 
and it increased to 386.1 17 in 1875. 

The two lines worked by horse traction are, together, forty-^ix miles 
in length, the train mileage run was 135,316, the total receipts £9,387, 
and the working expenses £9,037 ; the number of passengers carried 
was 31,895, and of goods 30,370 tons. The rolling stock consists of 
fourteen passenger carriages, and 185 goods trucks, and fifty-six horses 
are employed. 

The average charge for carrying passengers on the Government rail- 
ways ranges from Id. to IJd. pet mile, and the charge for carrying a ton 
of goods one mile is 2Jd. to 2|d. A bushel of wheat is carried from 
the Burra to Pott Adelaide, a distance of one hundred miles, for 7d,— 
before the construction of the railway it cost double. A ton of 
ore is now brought from the Burra Mines to Port Adelaide for 218,, 
whereas, prior to the opening of the line it ,eos£ 35s. to 40s. to convey 
it to a port of shipment. 

The policy pursued has been to reduce the cost of carriage to a 
minimum, with a view of developing the resources of the agricultural and 
mining districts through which the lines of railway pass. Without 
railway communication the limit within which wheat could be profitably 
grown would have been reached many years ago, and the quantities 
now produced could not be brought to a place of shipment except by 
steam power. As much as twelve hundred tons of wheat has sometimes 
to be brought down in a day. Although the railways only yield 
a return but little in excess of the cost of working, and maintaining 
them in good order, the faciEties and cheapness of transit more than 
counterbalance the burthen of interest which falls upon the general 
public, who benefit in a direct ratio by the prosperity of the producing 
interests. Frequent communication between distant places situated on 
the lines of railway is secured to an extent which a private company 
having to realise dividends could not possibly afibrd. 

Two railways have been constructed by private companies — one is B 
line connecting Adelaide wiih Glenelg, a populous watering-place, at 
which the ocean mail steamers call on their arrival from and departure 
for Suez. This line, under seven miles in length (single line, 5fl;, 3in. 
gauge), cost in construction £15,875, or about £2,300 a mile. The 
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great passenger traffic and frequency of commuDicatLon, necessitates the 
use of a large proportion of rolling stock as compared with the length of 
the line. It consists of four locomotiyes and eighteen passenger carriages. 
The total coat, including rolling stock, amounted to £53,432. The traffic 
receipts since the line was opened in August, 1873, have amounted to 
dE25,911, and the working expenses, including maintenance, to £13,870, 
showing a balance of £12,041 to profit of the undertaking. The working 
expenses amounted to fifly^three per cent, of the receipts. 

The other private line connects the Wallaroo and Moonta Mines witi- 
the sea-board at Port WaUaroo. It is twenty-five miles long, and ia' 
worked by horse traction. The original capital was £60,000, on which 
twenty per cent, has been divided during each of the past ten years. 
The present value of the property is £90,000, the difference having 
accrued from profits expended in improi-ing and extending the works» 
■which include jetty accommodation. 



ROADS. 

Largo sums of money have been expended on the construction 
and maintenance of main trunk lines of road in the settled 
districts, through which there are 2,700 miles defined. During the past 
twenty years, about £1,750,000 have been devoted to these works, and^ 
with the exception of £200,000, the whole cost has been defrayed from 
the general revenue, no special toll or rate having been levied. The 
aggregate number of miles macadamised is 864, which are main- 
tained in good order. In addition to the raeiu lines, perhaps as many 
more miles of district or by-roads have been constructed and kept li* 
repair by local municipalities. For this purpose funds are raised by a 
late on landed property, supplemented by grants-in-aid froia the general 
revenue. Fifty miles of metalled streets have already been formed in- 
the City of Adelaide alone. The average cost of construction and 
metalling main roads is estimated to be £1,000 per mile, and of main- 
taining them in rep^r £60 to £100 per mile, annually. 



WATERWORKS. 

Considerable attention has been paid to the subject of water supply, 
which was first undertaken as a public work in 1867, In addition to a 
high-pressure supply to the City and suburbs of Adelaide, water has been 
laid on to sevtral other centres of population, among which are Port 
Adelaide, Glenelg, Port Augusta, Port Pine, Port Elliot, Kadina, and 
Moonta. The River Torrens is the source of supply to the city and 
suburban townships, Port Adelaide and Glenelg. The water is collected 
in a masonry dam, Irom which it passes by means of an aqueduct three and 
a-quarter miles in length, into two reservoirs, the-larger of which has a 
water area of 167 acres, with a storagecapacity of 945 millions of gallons- 
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The smaller reservoir has a water area of twenty-seven and a-half 
acrea, and contains HO millions of gall<Ht£. The supply is conveyed 
to tie city by an eighteen inch main, five miles in length. The 
primary mains are from fifteen to twenty-one inches in diameter, of 
a total length of nine miles ; the secondaiy mains are from ten 
to fifteen inches, and fourteen miles long; and the street mains aie 
from three to ten inches, of a lengthof 134 miles. The furthest point of 
supply is sixteen miles distant from the reservoirs. From these sources 
over fifty thousand people ate supplied. The highest water level of the 
Teservoir is one hundred and seventy feet above the highest point in th^ 
<ity, and three hundred feet above the sea. Ample provision is made for 
the suppression of fire, hydrants being laid throughout every street and 
road, at intervals of about four chains apart. 

The total amount of the loans raised for the construction of water- 
works, is, £620,000. The receipts amounted to ^£14,651 in 1865; to 
X22,600 in 1871; and to £30,B95 in 1875. The charges for water 
have been reduced from time to time, the rate for that supplied through. 
meters being now cighteenpence per thousand gallons. 



POSTAL COMMUNICATION. 
Oreat attention has been devoted to the subject of postal commani> 
nation. Considering the thtnly-peopled and extensive area of the 
- outlying settled districts, more than ordinary facilities are afforded th» 
public by frequent and rapid dispatch of inland mails. A uniform 
rate of twopence per half-ounce is charged upon letters carried to 
places within the Province, and a like rate for letters posted to the 
sister Colonies of Australasia, whether by overland mail thrice a week, 
or by the regular intercolonial steam communication by sea. No charge 
is made for the carriage of newspapers, either inland or to any part 
of the world, so far as the South Australian Post Office is concerned. 
Book packets and parcels are carried at a low rate, and the system is 
extensively used. The direct fonr>weekly mail coram unicadon with 
Europe and the East, under contract with the Peninsular and Oriental 
Steam Navigation Company, is performed on an average under forty 
days from London to Adelaide with great punctuality. The following 
table shows the rapid extension of postal communication — a sure 
criterion of p 
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Taking the last ten years, it will be remarked that the number of 
Poat Offices has increased from 226 to 357; of distance travelled by the 
mails, from 809,160 to 1,512,425 miles; of letters, from 2,703,105 to 
4,431,525; and of newspapers, from 1,968,120 to 2,950,997. The 
income of the Department has been as foUowa; — In the year 1S66, 
£8,925; in 1866, £27,997; and in 1875, £43,205. 

The Money Order system is in full operation in all the principal towns 
of the Colony, there being eigbty-two ofBcea in all. Money Orders are also 
issued and paid in connexion with Great Britain and Ireland, Germany, 
Canada, and all the Australian Colonies. Tbe iystem of Telegraphic 
Money Orders is also availed of to a large extent. The orders issued in 
1874 numbered 18,879, of £61,190 value; and 13,072 were paid, 
amounting to £42,263. 

TELEGRAPHS. 

The geographical position of South Australia being practicaUy that of 
the most western of the group, the first port of arrival and the last of 
departure for mail communication with Great Britain and the East, 
aeces^tated early and earnest attention heirg devoted to tbe extension of 
the South Australian telegraphs, so as to afford instantaneous com- 
munication with Melbourne, Sydney, and Brisbane. After this 
work had been accomplished by the several Governments, the question 
of direct telegraphic communication with Europe naturally became one of 
great moment to South Australia, she having under ber control that por- 
tion of the continent from south to north, through which an overland 
line could best be carried. In order to accomplish this vast undertaking, 
from which such great results have flowed, and an immense area' of 
territory opened up for settlement. South Australia, at her own risk and 
cost — which has amounted to over £370,00 Undetermined to enter upon 
the work of erecting a lino of telegraph some 2,200 miles in length, across 
a continent which had only been traversed by an exploring patty. 

The first local line of tlurty-six miles of telegraph was laid twenty years 
ago, and the receipts of the department were £366. In 1 858 intercolonial 
commimication was opened by the addition of S.^O miles. In 1861 the 
total length of wire open was 914 miles, and the receipts were £7,382. 
In 1B72 the overland line to Port Darwin was completed, when cable 
communication was established with London. The completion of this 
work brought the length of wire up to 3,731 miles, and the total receipts 
to £14,684. Every township and port of any importance is connected witli 
the city by means of telegraph, the number of stations open being 105, 
between which telegrams are sent at a uniform rate of one shilling for ten 
words, which sum covers the transmission of a message over a dis- 
tance of a thousand miles. There is a uniform charge of 10s. 6d. a word 
on messages sent between Adelaide and London. The traffic in 1875 
over the transcontinental line in connection with tbe European cable, 
amounted to £104,205, the number of messages being 9,709. To show 
the lamificatioiis of the telegraph system in Australia, it is only needfiil 
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to mention that the length of lines open ot closely approaching < 
pletion is 28,285 miles ; and the number of stations 547. 



colony 


Sutioiu. 


"*." 




105 
137 
193 
90 
32 
20 


€,004 
7,904 
4,613 
3,617 
G47 
1,600 















At the close of the year 1876 there were 3,904 miles of wire open 
throughout the Colony, and there are 1,100 miles now in course of con- 
Btruction. The 105 stations already erected employ 230 officers, ope- 
rators, and messengers. The number of messages inland and inter- 
colonial transmitted ia the year was 315,342, and international 9,709, 
making a total of 325,051. The revenue of the year was £33,616, 
of which amount £17,083 was derived from inland messages, £4,762 
from intercolonial, and £11,771 from International messages. The 
following table shows the operations of the South Australian Telegraph 
Department from the commencement :- 
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There is a throi^h communication with all the sister Colonies, Victoria, 
New South Wales, Tasmania, and Queensland. The connection of 
"Western Australia with the telegraphic circle is rapidly being accom- 
plished, when the continent of AustraHa will he traversed hy wire from 
north to south and from east to west. A cable is now being laid tO' 
connect Kew Zealand, thereby completing the chain which will unite 
the whole of the British possessions at the antipodes with the Mother 
Country and the rest of the civilized world. 

Daily weather and shipping reports are interchanged between the 
several ports and principal towns throughout the whole continent. 

RATES OF WAGES. 

The following compilation, by Mr. J. Kemp Penny, Labor Agent, is 

taken from the South Australian Register newspaper of 29th January,, 

1876. It shows the rates of wages ptud in Adelaide to skilled labourers 

and other tradesmen, the prices varying of course according to tha 
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proficiency or skill of the individual and the season of the year. Qreat 

care has been taken in every instance to procure authentic information: — 

BooxBiNQEBs. — 309. to £3 per week ; forwarders, SSs. to 45b. ; 
finishers, 60s. to 70s. 

B001HA.EEBS. — At the principal factories piecework is the rule, hut 
Bome men are employed on daywork, whose average earnings are 40s. 
to 45a. per week, while very expert hands earn over £S. Female machine 
hands receive weekly from 16s. to £1, while girls as tackers, &c., receive 
from half-a-ctown to 15s. The present prices at piece-work are as 
follows : — Men's Goods — Riveting Wellingtons and riding boots, 2b. ; 
half Wellingtons, Is. 9d. ; side-springs. Is. 6d, ; strong lace-up, 2s.; 
finishing Wellingtons and riding hoots, 2s.; half Wellingtons, la. 9d.; 
side>springs, Is. Gd. ; strong lace-up, 9d. Women's Goods — Riveting 
side-springa, plain, Is. 2d. ; plain leather boots, la. ; slippers, 4d. ; finish- 
ing side-springs, plain, la. 2d. ; plain leather boots, 8d. ; slippers, 3d. 
Girk (from 10 to 13), calf, riveting side-springs, pl^, 9d. ; finishing do., 
8d. ; good female fitters from 12s. to 148. 

BsAss-rouiTDEBS. — 9s. to 123. per day. 

Brewebs.— 30s. to 50s. per week. 

Bbickha.K£SS. — 18s. per 1,000 on the back. 

BuiiiQEBs. — In this trade firms have adopted the eight hours' syatem. 
The prices ruling are— For stonemaaons and wallers, 9s. to 10s. per day ; 
stonecutters, 9s. to 9s. 6d.; plasterers, do.; bricklayers, do.; slaters, a 
shade higher ; carpenters, Ss. to 9h. ; labourers, 6s. to 7b. ; pick and 
shovel men, do. 

Bakekb. — Foremen are receiving &om £1 15s. to £2 15s. per week, 
and second hands from 2Ss. to £2, with board and lodging; skiUed 
confectioners proportionately higher. 

BuTCHsna. — Engagements are made by the week. The present rates 
are — For shopmen, 85s. to SOs. ; youths, 15a. to £l ; slaughtermen, 30s. 
to £2 ; and small goods men, from SOs. to £2 Ss., with board. 

Basketmakebs. — Piecework make wages from 50s. to £3 7b. per 
week, utoatly cane work. 

Cabisbtmakbsb.— Engagements are chiefly made by piecework, but 
when by time the following are the customary rates per day of eight and . 
a half hours : — First-claBS workmen, 9s. to 10s. ; second do., 8b. ; 
upholsterers, 8s. 6d. to lOs. ; makers of deal tables, meat-safes, &c., 
from 78. 6d. to 9s, 

Cabtebs. — 26s. to 35s. per week. 

Coach BuiLDEBs. — The wagea per week vary according to the follow- 
ing scale: — Smiths, from £3 to £3 IGs. ; body makers, from £2 14s. to 
£3 ; wheelers, £2 lOs. to £3 ; painters, £2 to £2 Hs. ; trinmiers, do. ; 
vicemen, £1 10s. to £2. 

CooPEKS. — Work ia chiefly done by the piece ; when otherwise, how- 
ever, the day is understood to consist of eight hours, for which the 
remuneration varies from Ss. to 9s. In piecework 2s. is paid for a cask 
of three gallons, 2b. 6d. for five gallons, and 3s. 3d. for one of ten gallons. 

CopPEBSMiins.— 98. to 123. per day. 

Dbapbbs.— 30s. to 70s. per weeHi 
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Fabbiebs. — Firemen per day of ten hours, 10s. ; floormen, from £2 
£a. to £2 10s. per week. 

Oasdenino. — Oardeners, 6s. to 7s. per day ; digging. 3d. (sandy 
soil) to Is. per rod (ordinary garden soil) ; trenching, by contract ; 
pruning, 2a. 6d. to 48. per 100 vines, 6s. to 7s. daywork. 

Gabfitterb. — In regular employment the wages vary from £2 to £3 
per week ; when employed by the day they receive from 8s. to lOs. 

Galvanized Tin Ikon-Wokkebh.— Daywork from 8s. to 1 0s. ; week 
of 48 hours, £2 2s. to £2 14s. 

GrifSMiTHS, — 98. to 12s. per day. 

Ibon-Woskebs. — Boilermakers per day of eight hours get from 10s. 
to lis.; smiths, do.; fitters and turners, 10s. to lis.; moulders, do. ; 
labourers, from 69. 6d. to 7s. 6d. 

Ibon Tbaoe. — General smiths, Os. to 10s. per day ; first-class smiths, 
9s. per day; fitters, 9s. to lis. per day; wheelwrights, 8s. to lis. per 
day ; moulders (firsi-class), 9s. per day ; painters, 5s. per day ; engine- 
drivers, 7s. to 10s. per day ; sawyers, 7s. to 8s. per day ; carpenters, 7b. 
to lis. per day; turners, 7b. to 8b. per day; foundry hands, 6s. to 7s. 
per day; laborers, 63. to 7s. per day. 

j£W£Li: ebb.— Ordinary workmen, £2 lOs. to £4 10s. per week, and 
more skilled workmen, engravers, &c., £5 to £6. 

M1ELEB8. — 50s. to 60s. 

Pli7ubebs. — Very good hands obtain from lie. to 12a. per day of 
eight hours ; inferior workmen, £2 8s. per week. 

Fainiebs asd Olaziebs. — These tradesmen generally receive 8s. 
to 10s. per day of eight hours, or Is. to Is. 3d. per hour. Gruneis and 
writers, 10s. per day, or Is. 3d. per hour ; very good writera and grainers, 
lis. to I3s. per day. 

Fapebeamoebs.— 9d. to 1b. 6d. for 12 yards. 

Fbiktebb. — Compositors, newspaper, Is. per 1,000; jobbing hands, 
£2 15s. per week; pressmen, £2 15s. 

SasdIiEBs. — Most of the work done in this trade is by the piece, but 
when by time the following are the rates; — First-class harness men, frY)in 
8a. to 9a. per day of . 10 houra summer, nine hours winter ; second class 
or jobbing, from ds. to 7s. 6d. ; first-claes saddle hands, from 10s. to 12s. 

Sailmakebs. — Is. 2d. to Is. 3d. per hour, eight hours per diem. 

Seamen's Wages (Intercolonial) are ateady at £fi per month. 

SxoNEBBEAEEBS. — 3b. per yard. 

Siobehen. — 30s. to 50s. per week. 

Tinsmiths, — lid. to Is. 4d. per hour. 

Tailobs.— Wages, lOd. per hour piecework, or la. per hour daywork. 
Good workmen are now earning from £4 to £5 per week. Females 
receive a corresponding increase. 

Tannebs and Cubriebb. — The working day is ten hours. Beams- 
men in the lime yard get from £2 to £2 lOs. per week ; strikers and 
finishers from 36b. to 40s. ; tanners from 86s. to 42s. ; curriers' work is 
all done by the piece and on agreed conditions. First-rate workmen who 
have served th^ full apprenticeship t«rm are earning from £3 lOa. to 
£4 lOa. per week. 
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Watchuakess. — The wages given vary from £3 lOs. to £4 per week. 

WHEEiwaioHTB — Is. to la. 3d. per hour. 

Female Domestics. — Per week, with board and lodging — General 
servants, fis. to 13s.; cooks, 10&. to 20s.; housemaids, 8a. to 12a.; 
kitchenmaids, 8s. to lOa.; housekeepers, 10s. to £1 ; laundresses, 10s. - 
to 16s. ; nursemaids, 8s. to 12s. ; nursegirls, 48. to Ts. ; charwomen, Ss. 
to 4s. per diem. 

SsEAAE&s. — Shearers, 20s. per 100; rollers. Ids.; pressers, 2Ss. ; 
sewers, 203. ; dumpers, 20s. ; pickers, 12b. ; cooka, 40e. ; Dutchers, 25s.; 
cooks' mates, 20s. per week. 

Station Hands.— Drovers, £1 to £1 lOa. per week, or lOs. 6d. per 
day and find themselves ; boundary-riders, 17s. to 25s. per week ; ahep- 
herds, 1 7s. to 20b. per week ; married couples, per annum, £52 to £75 ; 
lambminders, lOs. to 15s. per week; bullock- drivers, 20s. to 25s. per 
week ; knockabout hands, 17a. to 208. per week; bush carpenters and 
blacksmiths, 30b. per week ; cooks, 1 ?s. to 253. per week ; water-drawers, 
18s. to 308. pet week. 'All the above are with rations and expenses paid 
up to the station. 

Fasm Hakds. — Ploughmen, 203. per \reek ; general farm servants, 
203. to 80s. per week ; married couples, females to cook, 8co., 80s. to 
303. per week ; harvesters, 253. to 35s. per week ; boys, from 10b. to 12b. ; 
youngsters tailing cattle and sheep, 4s. to 8s. pet week; teamsters, 20s, 
to 30b. ; hay harvesters, 25s. to o5s. ; all with board and lodging. 

M1SCELI.A.NBOUS.— Fencers, post and 3-wire fence, £10 to £20 per' 
mile ; do., per rod, three-rwl, 28. to 3s. ; wire, do., 4s. to 78, ; cabmen, 
-20a. to 30s. per week with board and lodging; busmen, 35a. to 40s. per 
week without board ; labourers, 63. to 8s. per diem without board and 
lodging ; ostlers, 20s. to 25s, per week with board and lodging; sawyera, ' 
logs at pit, I3a. per 100. 

Average Wages of Miners. — Moonta District — Miners, per week, 
eight hours' shift, £2 2s. ; breaksmen do,, none employed ; en^neera, 
from £1 16a, to £2 158.; tribute, £1 18s. to £2 58.; on contract, from 
£1 '16s. to £2 ; owners' account, 53. 6d. per day. 

Scale or Rations feb Week— lOtbs. floor, 12K>s. meat, 2Bis. sugar^ 
Ifb. tea. 

PRICES OF PROVISIONS. 

The following are the current quotations in Adelaide, as taken from 
the public prints, of live stock, farm and garden produce, ptoviaions, 
groceries, &c. : — 

'WnoLBSALB, Flovb OoAiir, &c. 

£ g. d. £ I. d. 

Flour, fine ailk-dreBaed, per ton of 2,1)0011jb., at the Poit, 

b«ga included 11 to 11 S 

Ditto ditto, country brand 10 5 " 11, 

Wheat, per bushel of eOlbs., la^ lots, at the Vort (old) fi — 

Ditto ditto (new) 4 8 " 4 9 

Bran, per bushel oi 201bB., at the Port, bags included. ... 12 " 1 2| 

Pollard, per bushel of BOlba Oil " 1 

Data, per bushel of lOlba., without bags 4 " 4 S 

Barley, per bnahel of fiOlbg,, without bags S 6 '■ S 
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WBOjjtuvw, Sai&t jum Fauc FaoDtroE. 



Ditto (Potted) perlb. 11 



Lard '.'.'. 
Ouiona 



Hay 

Pnuris grus . , , 
Seed, Lnoeme . 



. per doz. 

, per cwt. 
. per lb. 



.. ., perbiuh. 

. _ _ per buah, 

Tetcliea per bosli. 

HiDBB, SKDie, BONU, ftc. 

Hidea, Salted perlb. 

Bmebeis' Green each 



Green KaDearoo Sbina per doz. 

SkinB, Calf each 

Ditto, Wallaby per doz. 

Shank fionM per toa 

Bjm. 

Bark, Wattle, ground per ton 

Ditto, ditto, chopped per ton 

Tallow. 

Tallow, Beef , for Eiport per ton 

Ditto, Mutton, ditto pettcn ; 

Wool. 

Washed perlb. 

Greasy perlb. 

Wins (Colonial). 
Good sound ColoniBl Wine of last year's Tintage, 

for large quantities in bulk p«r"gall. 

.Superior ditto pec gall. 

Colooial Spirits, in bond per gall. 

Basus .•--,,.,....,,.,.,.. ...... per doz. 

Colonial Calf per" 

Ditto Kip periu. 

Ditto Sde per lb. 

Ditto Kangaroo per doz. 

Ditto Wallaby j"^ 

CoPPEB. 

Wallflioo per ton 

Butts per ton 

Lite Stock. 

Horse*, Draught 

Ditto, Light 

Bulloclu, Fat .' ,', 

Sheep, Fat WeOiwi, lIi. to nt., acwrding to aeaKOi. 



to 45 
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EETAIL FABH AND DAIRY PBODUCE. 

Quotations : — Bread and Floiii--Bresd, 2^, to S^d. per 2-lb. loaf; do., asnted, 3d. 
2-Ib, loaf; flour, l)d. to 2d. per lb. Batcher's meat— IJeef, 4d. to Bd. per lb.; mutton, 
3A. to fid, - Umb, 2b. 6d, to 3a. 6d. per quarter ; pork, Td. to 8d, ; veal, fid. to 8d. 
Dmiy Frodnce- Bacon, la. to Is. 2d. per lb, ; butter, fiesli, Is. Sd. ; do., lalted, Is. 
2d. ; eheeae, is. ; e^a, Is. per dozen ; fovis, 6a. per pair ; ducks, Ss. to 6s. 8d. per 
pair; geese, 6e. each; hams, la 2d. per lb. ; honey, fid. per lb.; lard, la. per lb. ; 
milk, Id. to fid. per quart ; pigeons, Is. 3d. to la. fid. per put ; rahbita, tame, la. each; 
vild do., 1b. per pair; turkeys, 6b. to IDs. each. 

Qbocbribb. 



Eat MiBKBT. 

Best vheaten hay, £1 lOs. per ton ; good mixed do., £3 ISs. 
East-Env Marxbt. 

Yegetablea— Beans (broad], 2b. to 2s. 6d. per bushel; beans (French), Is. 3d. to 2b. 
perdotenlbs.: beetroot, Is. to la. 6d. ^r dozen; cabbages. Is 6d. to 4s. per dozen; 
do. (Savoya], 2s. tA 3s. per dozen ; capsicnms, la. to la. 3d. pet lb. ; cairots, la. 6d. to 
Ss, per £)zen bunches ; cauliflowers, 3s. to Ga. per dozen ; celery, 4b. to fls. per dozen 
hea^; chilliea, Is. to la. 3d. per lb. ; horEeradish, 6d. to 16d. per lb. ; gariic, 4d. to 6d. 
per lb. ; lettuces, 6d. to Id. 3d. per dozen; maijoram, 6d. to Sd. per dozen bunches; 
mint, Gd. per dozen bunches ; oniona, 6s. 6d. to 8s. 6d. per cwt. ; parsnips, la. 6d. to 
2s. 6d. per dozen bunches ; peas, 3s. to 4b. per bnehel ; ^tatoea, 4b. 6d. to fis. per 
c^. ; radishes, 6d. to 8d. per dozen bunches ; do. (turnip), 6d. to Bd, per dozen 
bunohes; rhubatb, 2a. to 3s. per dozen lbs.; sage, 6d. to Sd. per dozen bnnchee ; 
sbalats, 4d. to 6d. per lb. ; thyme, 6d. to 8d. per dozen bunches ; tomatoeB, Is. 6d. to 
2s. per dozen lbs. ; tromboues, 4s. to Ts. per dozen ; tumipe, la. ed. to 2b. per dozen 
bunches ; vegetables msrrows, Is. Gd. to 3s. per dozen ; tratercrees, Sd. to Sd. per 
dozen bunches ; cucumbers, Gd. to Se. per dozen. Fruit — Almonds (green), Sd. per 
lb. ; do. (hard-shell), 2d. per lb, ; do. (sofVahell), 6d. per lb. ; do. (cracked), 8d. per 
lb. ; apples, Is. 6d. to 3a. 6d. per bushel ; npricots, 20b. to 22s, per cwt. ; do., 2d. to 
6d. per dozen ; Barcelona nuts, Ts. per dozen iba. ; citrons, Ifis. per cwt ; damBons, 
Ss. Gd. to 8a. per bujjhel ; flga, Sd. to 6d. per dozen ; gaoECberries (Cape), Sd. to lOd. 
' per lb. ; grapes. Is. 6d. to 2a. per dozen lbs. ; lemoua, 9d. to 2b. per dozen; melons 
(water), Ifia. to I8a. per cwt. ; nectarines, 2d. to 3d. per dozen ; oranges. Is. to 2s. 6d. 
per dozen ; peachea, 2d. to 6d. per dozen ; pears, 2s. 6d. to 4b. per bushel ; plums, 3s, 
to 4b. per bushel; strawberries, 6d. to 8d. per lb. Dairy Produce— Bacon, lOd. per 
lb. ; do. (green), 9d. per lb. ; bntter ^fi^eh), lOd. to Is. per lb.; cheese (English), 
Is. 6d, M la. 8d. per lb. ; do. (tvilonial), Td. to 8d. per lb, ; dairy pork, 8d. per lb. ; 
ducks, 4s. to 4b. 6d. per pair ; egga, lid, to la. per dozen; fowls, 3b. Gd. to 4s. per 
pair; geese, 4s. to 4b. 6d. each; bam, la. to Is. Id. per lb. ; lard, Sd. per lb.; turkeys/ 
fis. to Ss. each. Uiscellaneous— Beeswax, lOd. to Is, 2d. per lb. ; colonial wine, 2s. to 
6b. per gallon; colonial jam, fid. to Td. per lb.; flowers, 2d, to la. per bunch ; honey, 
S2s, to 34s. per cwt, ; rabbite. Is. to Is. 6d. per pair; pigeons, Is. 3d. to Is. Gd. per 

The tent of a dwelling suitablefor an artizan and his family in Adelaide 
or the immediate suhurbs, variea tiom six to fifteen shillings per week, 
but ilk the covintry towns the rate is less. Large numbers of artizans, 
however, reside in their own freehold cottages. The savings of a few 
years have, in many instances, sufficed to enable them to accomplish this. 
Land is cheap, and the necessary advances for the erection of dwellings 
are readily obtainable from the several Building Societies. Cottages, 
with fiiel and water, ore provided for ploughmen, shepherds, and other 



byCOOC^IC 



laborers employed on farms or sheep-nms. The following are quoted 
rates for boase rent and for board and lodging : — 

HovsB Bent. 
TvOToomB, 4b. to 6b. ; three rooms, 6e. to tOs. ; four rooms, Ss. to IGs.; duooniB, 
12s. to 25s. free bom taiea ; elngle room, 2s. 6d. ; ditto (fumisbed) fla, to Ss. per ireek. 
Gag is 8s. to 12b. par 1,000 cubic feet, and WHter laid on U. 6d. per 1,000 galionB. 

BoABD AND LODQINQ, 

Per veek at Bnsbmen's Club, ISs. ; at private houses, fbr single young men, Bhoptnen, 
&a., ISs. to 18s. ; clerks, &c., 20a. to SOa. ; ein^ femalei, lOs. to ISs. ; pcivate 
lodgers at Hotsls, 20s. to £i 4s. 

■Wearing apparel is procurable at the undermentioned prices : 
Working mea's black cloth suits, 39s. to 90b, ; eTety-day wear, 29a. to SSi. ; moleskin 
tiousers, 6s. Gd. tit 10s, 6d.; tweed suit, 29b. to 80s. ; jacket, 13s. to 408.; waistcoat, 
Gs. to Us. i trouBers, 8s, to iBe. ; boys' clotlieB, ISs. to 40b. pet suit. 



METEOROLOGICAL. 

The following table gives the result of the Meteorolopcal Observations 
made at the Observatory during the ten years, 1865-74, and the mean 
monthly rainfall at Adelaide during the thirty-sii years, 1 839-74 :. — 
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January . 
Pebnuoy , 
Harcli ... 

B^y '.'.!!; 

July*.'.!!". 

September 
October . 

November 



SAu<T:tij. (Hfcan, 1S3»-U>4.] 



7-808 
*-47* 
2-90a 

i-7aj 
iaj9 

2'6fl7 
3-427 
6981 
6-979 



From which the following hygrometric results are deduced : — 



Janoary . . . , 

February .. 

1^7 '.'.'.'.'.'. 

July '.'.'.'.'.'. 

September . 
October , , . , 
NoTember . , 
December ,. 

Tear ..... 



0-400 
0-405 
0-377 



CONCLUSION. 

The general statistical tablo, appended hereto, gives the principal items 
of information, illuBtrating the progreas of South Australia from its found- 
atioD. In glancing at this retrospect, one cannot fail to recognize the 
great success that has attended the enterprise of a handful of Englishmen, 
who — without adventitious aid — have, during a single generation, es- 
tablished a flourishing community, reproducing most of the social and 
material advantage! of the Mother Country, end much of old world 
civilization, conducive to the happiness and prosperity of a people. 
Fifty thousand men, supporting tlirice their number of women and 
cbildien, occupy two hundred thousand square miles of pastoral country, 
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and possess six miUiona of sheep ; omi sis mitlion acres of land, and 
grow twelTe million bushels of wheat ; conduct an extental cotnmetce of 
nine millionB sterling, and laise one million of revenue. Such is the 
material lesult shown in the thirty-ninth year of ths colonization of 
South Australia. 



Add^de; W. C, Cox, Oorenunnit FrltiMri NorUi-tsnw)«. 
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